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A famous story of Charles Spurgeon
the Victorian Preacher, and founder of Spurgeon’s College in London

engagement beyond Dulwich,
my way lay up to the top of the

hill I had to ascend. While I was on
the lower ground, riding in a cab,
I saw a light before me, and when I
came near the hill, I marked that light
gradually go up the hill ahead of me,
leaving a train of stars behind it.
This line of newborn stars remained
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the foot of the hill to its summit. I
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know his name, nor his age, nor his

“How earnestly do I wish
that my life may be spent
in lighting one soul after
another with the sacred
ﬂame of eternal life!...

another, and another; It reached from

residence; but I saw the lights which
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he had kindled, and these remained
when he himself had gone his way.

BBS a city on a hill!

As I rode along I thought to myself,
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much as possible unseen while at

38
39

my work, and would vanish into the
eternal brilliance above when my
work is done."

... I would myself be as much
as possible unseen while at my
work, and would vanish into the
eternal brilliance above when
my work is done."
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curse the darkness;
light a candle.”
by Nabil Costa
Executive Director, Lebanese Baptist Society
the various continents – Christians and
Muslims – for a better understanding of the
other. We can only be effective if we are
relevant.

D

ear friends,

No different from other regions of the world,
the Middle East North Africa is straddled
with its own share of challenges that come in
different forms and combinations.
Over the years our Lord has taught us to
seek in every challenge an opportunity to
light a candle.
And praise God we do so through the
various platforms for Christian witness and
ministry that He has entrusted us with, some
of which have a local focus while others have
a regional, and even global, one too.
According to UN Estimates (UNDP’s
Arab Human Development Report 2009 Challenges to Human Security in the Arab
Countries) the population of the Arab world
will be 395 million by 2015, as compared to
317 million in 2007, and 150 million in 1980.
“Young people are the fastest growing segment
of Arab countries’ populations. Some 60% of
the population is under 25 years old, making
this one of the most youthful regions in the
world…” What an amazing opportunity!
Amongst other initiatives, the theme of
our June 2010 Middle East Conference was
“Christian and Muslim Youth as the Present
Future: Seeking Understanding, Sharing our
Faith” bringing together youth leaders from

The task before us is far too tremendous to
waste time and effort focusing on what is not;
we’d rather invest our energies on what can
be – lighting a candle through the equipping
of a church or lay leader who can in turn
influence the community God called them to
serve; a Middle East Conference participant
who has experienced a change in paradigm
and consequently adopted a more Christ-like
approach towards Muslims; a student raised in
a K-12 school environment that is reflective
of such Christian values of love and respect
towards people who do not necessarily share
same beliefs and values; a disadvantaged child
who encounters Jesus at a children’s camp; a
life transformed through reading a Christian
book that speaks of the character of God,
the salvation of Christ, the effectiveness of
prayer… The opportunities before us are
indeed endless. This year, the Arab Baptist
Theological Seminary (ABTS) celebrated 50
years in His service – imagine all that God is
making possible today at the hands of faithful
Arab men and women trained at ABTS.
As Lebanese Baptist Society and as Arab
Christians, we have a tremendous educational
role to play vis-à-vis our own local Arab
community, as well as the larger Body of
Christ. We are called to help our fellow
members of the Body of Christ in the
non-Arab World to better appreciate and
understand the realities of the Arab Church.
We each are influenced by our own culture,

[ Over the years
our Lord has
taught us to seek
in every challenge
an opportunity to
light a candle. ]
and what is acceptable in one part of the
world, is not necessarily acceptable in the
other. Hence, let us help each other better
understand our respective contexts, and in
turn serve as agents of positive influence visa-vis our respective governments.
The end does not justify the means. Our
approach cannot but be in tune with the
Message of love and peace that we carry
to the lost in the world. We caution the
Church to stir away from taking sides or
voicing political statements that merely serve
to antagonize others, and so hinder the
message of Christ. As Christians – Arabs and
non-Arabs – we can only make a difference
when we strive in all that we do to base our
positions and views on Biblical principles and
not on personal and diverse interpretations
of the Bible.
As members of the Body of Christ we
cannot exist apart from each other, and
are meant to complement each other.

[

Our approach cannot
but be in tune with
the Message of love
and peace that we
carry to the lost in
the world.

]

Through getting involved with the various
platforms for Christian witness and ministry
in the Arab World, the non-Arab church is
in fact influencing the local people that they
too may question their misperceptions visà-vis the Church and the West; and so cease
to affiliate the church with political views
and statements communicated by Western
governments.
While it is yet day, let us not lose track of
what is important but rather may our hearts
and minds echo the inspirational words of
Charles Spurgeon: “How earnestly do I wish
that my life may be spent in lighting one soul
after another with the sacred ﬂame of eternal
life! I would myself be as much as possible
unseen while at my work, and would vanish
into the eternal brilliance above when my
work is done."

To subscribe to the Lebanese Baptist Society’s
periodic e-newsletter please contact:
information@LSESD.org

General Director, BMS World Mission (UK)

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

“Don’t
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[
“

Whichever way you cut it, the
Middle East is one of the most
strategically important areas in the
world today. The tasks of effective gospel witness, the development of nextgeneration leaders and a commitment to peace and justice are just some of
the hallmarks of LSESD’s work.
Our partnership with LSESD over the last ten years has proved to be one
of the most effective relationships we have anywhere in the world. The
highly skilled and motivated team that work throughout LSESD’s ministries
encourage me to believe that the Hope of the gospel can indeed make a
difference in the region.
There are too many easy-to-find stories of doom and gloom from the Middle
East – focusing on the darkness, if you like. But God’s torchbearers are His
gift of light to the region. And it is our privilege to work alongside them. I
could not commend the work of LSESD highly enough.”
David Kerrigan

]
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Setting up the Stone of Help... “Thus far the LORD has helped us”
by Elie Haddad
President, Arab Baptist Theological Seminary

At ABTS we desire to be

A B T S

missional

T

his has been an exciting year
at ABTS for us all. God
continues to do exciting things
in the various ministries involved in the
seminary. As we celebrate fifty years here,
we appreciate the strong heritage that ABTS
has had, and we look ahead to more years in
service to Him who never fails us.
One of the exciting changes at ABTS this past
academic year has been the implementation of
the new curriculum after many years of hard
work. The new curriculum is transformative.
Part of what has helped this beginning of the
new curriculum has been the strategic group
of new students that has come in this year.
Each and every one of them brings a unique
aspect to ABTS. There is a sense of quality
about them, and we hope for more students
like this. Part of what is exciting about our
students is that not all of them are training
to be church pastors. Some will go on to
ministry in the marketplace and other types
of mission fields. Our students are eager to
get back to ministry even now, and this is
thrilling.
ABTS continues to grow. In addition to the
new curriculum, we started a partnership
this year with the Middle East Association for
Theological Education, Overseas Council Int’l,

and SAT-7, implementing a program called
TEACH. TEACH is the online educational
facility of ABTS. It is professional and engaging,
chartering the future of theological education
in the Middle East. The features of TEACH
include video clips, reflective exercises, and
written delivery of the theological content.
ABTS will always have a core academic
community; there will always be campusbased education, but the TEACH program
will be a tool that many more leaders in
ministry can benefit from.
We are not without challenges at ABTS. We
have a huge vision, but limited resources.
We have a great team of leaders – thinkers,
dreamers, and entrepreneurs – who
nevertheless struggle with the administrative
aspect that constrains the creativity. Our
seminary has lots of dreams, with some
growing pains. At times, it is difficult to stay
grounded because we keep growing. We
are more than just a seminary. We are an
educational movement and a resource center
as well.
ABTS has a significant place on the map.
Lebanon is the only country in the region
where students of a non-Christian background
can be enrolled in seminary school. We are
thankful for the role that this allows us play in
supporting and training future leaders.
At ABTS we desire to be missional. This
means that a different type of church is
needed, one that is out-of-the-box, focusing

c e l e b r a t e s

on incarnational ministry that sends leaders
out into the world. Our Institute of Middle
East Studies, for example, challenges us to
reach out to the Arab World. With ABTS’
Educational Ministries Resource Centre, we
provide strategic networking and support to
the local and regional churches. We feel that
God is using us to be light in the darkness of
the world.
As we look ahead to the next fifty years of
ministry in the region, we thank God for
what He has done in the seminary and in its
various ministries.

type of
[...achurchdifferentis needed,

one that is
out-of-the-box,
focusing on
incarnational ministry
that sends leaders
out into the world.

“

An occasion to celebrate God’s work… a worship service to
thank the Lord and proclaim His work before all the world. We
pray that He may accompany the Seminary and our graduates in
the years to come that they may bear fruits for Jesus.

”

Elie Haddad

]
The ceremony was held at ABTS’ Sam
and Peggy Moore Conference Center
at the newly finished and furnished
hall that was dedicated during the
event to the memory of Elias Salibi,
a Lebanese Baptist pastor referred to
as the "prince of preachers"
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Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS)

O

n June 20, 2010 ABTS
celebrated 50 years in
the Lord’s service in the
presence of 400 guests, friends and partners
from Lebanon and beyond.
Also present were Julia Graham, the wife
of ABTS’ founding President Finlay Graham,
and representatives of His Excellency the
President of the Republic of Lebanon, the
Prime Minister, the Speaker of the House,
and the Lebanese General Security.
Former ABTS President Ghassan Khalaf
gave a short history of Baptist beginnings in
Lebanon, recounting the dedication of the
missionaries who founded ABTS in 1960,
and ending with the faithfulness of the local
leaders and servants who continue with the
same vision today.

Carrying the torch, Nabil Costa, the Executive
Director of the Lebanese Baptist Society
(LSESD) - the local Baptist body that took
over the ownership of ABTS and other Baptist
ministries from the founding mission - spoke
of an overall mission to serve the church
in Lebanon and the Arab World through
spiritual, social and educational development.
A mission pursued through platforms for
Christian witness and ministry including
ABTS. Nabil also spoke about “the important
role that ABTS will play in the future in the
equipping of leaders for the Middle East
North Africa.”
ABTS President Elie Haddad spoke of ABTS’
vision to see God glorified, people reconciled
and communities restored through the
Church in the Arab World. Sharing ABTS’

mission to serve the Church in our region
as it realizes its Biblical mission of having
Christ acknowledged as Lord by offering
specialized learning resources and equipping
faithful men and women for effective service,
Elie highlighted that ABTS’ commitment is
to serve:
1) the local church through the diverse
programs offered especially the new
curriculum that sets out to develop leaders for
ministry both within and beyond the church;
2) the regional church through accepting
students for our residential programs, and
through distance learning education; and
3) the global church through such programs
as the annual Middle East Conference that
seeks to build awareness in the west vis-à-vis
the realities of faith in the Middle East.

LSESD’s Executive Director
Nabil Costa speaking of the
important role that ABTS will
play in the equipping of leaders.

Nabih Abbassi, pastor of the West
Amman Baptist Church – Jordan,
charged the graduating students
with the pursuit of wisdom,
challenging them to consider gain
all that is lost, as the Apostle Paul
wrote in his letter.

ABTS’ Former President Ghassan Khalaf
– also author, scholar, and ABTS graduate –
presenting Julia with his new book,
an ABTS publication entitled
The Art of Preaching, which he
dedicated to his teacher Finlay Graham.

David Coffey,
President of Baptist
World Alliance (BWA),
gave the Main Address
ABTS President Elie Haddad sharing
ABTS’ commitment to serve the
local, regional and global church.

“Our prayer”, said Elie Haddad, “is that the Lord may
give us strength and faithfulness to respond to the
calling and various challenges that He places before us”.

Lebanese MP Bassem El Chab,
the representative of His Excellency
the President of the Lebanese Republic
General Michel Sleiman,
presenting Julia Graham
– wife of ABTS’ Founding President Finlay Graham –
with the Presidential shield.

Official Guests

Official Guests
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Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS)

by Hikmat Kashouh
Academic Dean, Arab Baptist Theological Seminary

I

n 2009-2010 we launched a new curriculum built in
an integrative ‘spiral of learning’. The curriculum is
composed of three years, with a foundational first
year. Students write an integrative paper for each module that brings together all the elements
they have learned. The second and third years are based on a cycle that brings together three
major integrative modules per year. Other elective courses are also available.
We also adopted the European ETSC credit counting system for our coursework, which allows
us to grant credit for non-formal learning tasks, such as chapel, reflective exercises, mentoring,
and English and Arabic language classes. The results of the new curriculum have been exciting
so far, and we pray that God will continue to guide us as we implement this new program.
We have a calling to make a difference in the world. For that reason, we strive for quality
at ABTS. Our expectations are high, our requirements are challenging, and our curriculum
requires discipline and commitment. We believe that every single student who has a clear
calling has an effective leadership role to play in their home country.

The celebration of June 20 was
also the graduation ceremony of
five ABTS students all of whom
rose to the academic challenge
and so they each received their
degree with distinction

The growing Arab Church is in
need of trained leaders who can
disciple and train others!
Join hands with ABTS as we
pursue a mission to train faithful
men and women for effective
service!
By

providing

scholarship

support you are investing in
the transformation of lives –
starting with ABTS students

?

36% Pastoral Care
16% Church-based children, youth & family ministries
11% Para-church ministries
10% Church growth
10% Vocational Training
5% Marketplace
4% Formal Teaching
2% Continuing Education
6% No news

Djamal (BTh) & Fazia (DipTh) – One of the
special things about ABTS is that it allowed us
to be fully focused on our studies. But ABTS
is special in many other ways as well. We
have gained a wider perspective on cultures
because we studied alongside students
from other countries and backgrounds in
the Arab World. It has been an enriching
experience. We have grown over these
past three years in many ways. We feel that
we are now able to see things theologically
from many perspectives. This will allow us
to serve people from different backgrounds
and cultures. Practically, we have become
more disciplined and organized, definitely a
good habit to keep. We have been called to
serve in a place where there is no church,
where Christ has not yet been preached. We
hope to build relationships with people in
the community, ministering to them through
these friendships. We really want to relate to
people in our country as God would have
us do.

Regional Director
Interact Middle East & North Africa

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

Our Alumni…Where are
they
today

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

A Graduating Couple

1960-2010

JOIN HANDS WITH US

As Interact, a Swedish Baptist denomination,
we have been actively involved in ministry
in the Middle East and North Africa for
a few decades. We are excited about the
cooperation with several local partners in
church planting and development work. We
had a growing desire to find a suitable partner
to engage in theological training of the present
and future leaders of this vibrant region. We
are thrilled how this has come about in the
last few years through our partnership with
ABTS. We sponsor students that later return
to their home countries where they often
play key roles in the small growing church
movements. I believe that this is one of the
most effective ways we can invest in the
future of the Church in the Middle East.
Billy Hellmark

themselves, and through them
the communities that the Lord
has called them to serve.

The training and
residency cost of a full-time
resident student at ABTS is
US$ 9,500/year.

To subscribe to ABTS’ periodic e-newsletter
contact: information@abtslebanon.org
For regular updates on ABTS check:
www.abtslebanon.oreg

T h e Vo i c e
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Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS)
by Bassem Melki
Dean of students, Arab Baptist Theological Seminary

Who is beaming the light
of Christ faithfully in the
Arab world?
Is any Christian group
building friendships
actively with Muslims?
The Missions Committee
of Mountain Brook Baptist Church looked
for such a ministry. God showed us Arab
Baptist Theological Seminary.
With ABTS as an international partner,
we can embrace new worlds. ABTS is not
confined to a classroom. It is many beacons
to many nations. Our church can radiate
Christ through the same circuits.
We enjoy our friendships with the ABTS
faculty and staff. They have ignited our
hearts. With God’s help we will do brighter
works together in the future.

Executive Director
Overseas Council Australia

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

Overseas Council Australia is
a keen partner of twenty two
seminaries in the developing
world, including ABTS. Our
supporters are strategicallyminded Christians who want
to see the light of the gospel
shine into the hearts of people
everywhere and as such we seek out
international partners who are Christ’s
light bearers. What I impress upon our
supporters is that in each context great
wisdom is needed to bear the light in a
way which is true to its source and true
to its context. We see such competence in
ABTS for the context of Lebanon and the
Arab world and so trust their vision and
implementation. We are keen supporters of
the ministry.

T

he general formation of our students has been one of harmony and unity with the new
curriculum and a variety of other activities of service and social gatherings. During
times of difficulties, they have constructively reflected on the situation and on their own
perspectives, and have come to me for practical help in working through the challenges.
My dream is to see our students become contagious witnesses in their communities, based on their
experiences here at ABTS. As a diverse group of men and women from various backgrounds and
cultures, contributing to each other and experiencing Christ in fellowship with one another, they will be able to give of that same
spirit when they return to ministry.
In essence, our goal is to help them become effective leaders wherever they are. Some of our students will go to places where they
will be the only light. We pray for them, specifically for our graduating students this year, that they will be strong servants of Christ.

Stuart Brooking

James Moebes
Catherine Allen
Alvin Pelton

Since the horror of 9/11, many American Christians have
embraced a stereotype that all in the Arab/Muslim world are
living in spiritual darkness. Through ministry opportunities in
Lebanon, I have discovered that in that darkness, there is a
bright light shining. The Arab Baptist Theological Seminary is
that shining light. With each student that is prepared and sent
out, a new candle pierces a part of the darkness.
Our church has for 4 years been blessed to help light one
of those candles. Each year, we sponsor a student at ABTS.
One of these students has graduated and is in ministry. We
are sponsoring a new student this year. I encourage you to
consider lighting a candle by becoming a partner with ABTS. When enough of these
candles are lit, the bright light of Jesus Christ will shine brightly throughout the Middle
East and beyond.
Jimmy D. Pritchard

Senior Pastor
First Baptist Church,
Forney, Texas

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

Mountain Brook Baptist Church
Birmingham (AL, USA)

My dream is to see our students become
contagious witnesses in their communities,
based on their experiences here at ABTS.
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Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS)

]
Director, MEATE
Director, Heart for Lebanon
The Middle East Association for Theological
Education (MEATE) commands the Arab
Baptist Theological Seminary for its efforts
to take theological education out of the
classroom into the streets of Beirut and the
surrounding neighborhoods.
ABTS is intentionally engaging its students in
field service along with other local churches
and NGOs in order to reach out to 200 Iraqi
refugee families through various activities
such as women and children ministries,
house visits, distribution of food and basic
hygiene supplies, and Bible study classes, just
to name a few.
Coupled with Biblical and Theological
reflection in class, such training enriches
the student’s ability to develop a holistic
approach to ministry in his/her future place
of service.
Whether it is serving Iraqi refugees in
Lebanon or other needy communities in
this country, ABTS is redefining pastoral
training and leadership development in the
Middle East through greater emphasis on
practical and applied theologies.
The Arab Baptist Theological Seminary is
commended for taking its students into a
journey of learning, growing and serving
all at once; for practically serving the
community while biblically reflecting on the
meaning of suffering and servanthood!

The problem of diglossia in the Arabic
language presents unique challenges
to students of the Arabic language that
learners of other foreign languages do not
have. There is Modern Standard Arabic,
on the one hand, which is often described
as literary, written, and formal. It is used in
formal settings and has a high degree of
uniformity as the official standard language
in all Arab countries. But it is not used by
any sector of the community for ordinary
conversation. On the other hand, there is
colloquial Arabic. This is the actual language
of everyday life. ALPS teaches colloquial
Lebanese Arabic very well. Their curriculum
gets students speaking and understanding
Lebanese Arabic quickly. Because the
curriculum utilizes the Arabic script
phonetically, it also helps students towards
reading the Arabic around them, rather
than depending on Latin transliteration.
The ALPS program replicates the way that
native Arabic speakers learn the colloquial
first, and then move towards the more
"literary" Modern Standard Arabic. I would
highly recommend this program to students
interested in learning Arabic from the
ground (or street) up.

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

ALPS student

Caleb Hutcherson, USA

Together for a better Lebanon and the
Middle East!
Camille Melki

Looking at Learning the Arabic language and
culture in a Middle Eastern context? Contact
ALPS@abtslebanon.org

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

ALPS student

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

[

Practical
Ministry

Academy of Languages and Practical Skills (ALPS)

I have been studying Arabic at ALPS for about seven
months now. Despite how incredibly difficult this
language is I think my progress has been good over
that period of time. The teaching material at ALPS is
good, the teachers are well qualified and do a great
job. Just as important the office team makes sure that
students of the same level are together in the class
(extremely important when studying arabic). Most
of all I am happy with the atmosphere of the school,
which is very friendly and relaxed. After trying Arabic
classes at other schools in Beirut, ALPS is my number
one choice.
Sigrun Egilsdotter
Iceland
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Educational Ministries Resource Centre (EMRC)

by Perry Shaw
Director, Educational Ministries Resource Centre

A

BTS’ Educational Ministries Resource
Centre continued to expand its work
considerably within its four-pronged mandate:
1. the empowerment of the Church in Syria and Lebanon;
2. strengthening the quality of education at the Arab Baptist
Theological Seminary; 3. participation in faculty training
conferences in the Middle East and beyond; 4. development
of a resource library of materials in English and Arabic.

Over the past few years there has been a growing recognition of the need for those engaged
in ministry to network and cooperate. Within the scope of EMRC, we are able to facilitate
such communication efforts because of the networks that we have already established in the
region. We have helped build bridges between various church educational ministries, and played
a leadership role in various youth ministry networks.
Although much of the work on the ground happens in Lebanon and Syria, it is not restricted to
those two countries. One of the more exciting developments of late is the training conferences
that we have been able to hold for Christian leaders from Iran and, more recently, from Iraq.
The focus has been on topics such as Christian ethics, Christian identity, faithful living in an
Islamist context, as well as basic Bible interpretation and teaching skills.
We are excited to be able to network in these ways with local and regional churches, striving
to provide useful ministry resources for the strengthening of God’s work in the region.

We have helped build bridges
between various church
educational ministries, and
played a leadership role in
various youth ministry networks.

EMRC
Developing educational resources
(human, material…) that meet the
needs of the indigenous Church n
the Middle East (& beyond).

Training elders and pastors, leaders
of women’s groups, youth and
Sunday school teachers, and camp
leaders…

General Secretary
Fellowship of Middle East Evangelical Churches
2008
marks
the
beginning
of
real
cooperation between
The Fellowship of the
Middle East Evangelical
Churches (FMEEC) and
ABTS’ EMRC and we
already feel part of the
family!

Director
Christian Education Department
The National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

The Arabic-language Theological Database project is strategic in linking Christian publishing
houses in the region and reducing some of the wasteful duplication of effort. The database will
also be an invaluable resource for research in the region.

To learn more about EMRC contact: EMRC@abtslebanon.org

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

EMRC has seen a number of positive developments over this past year. One of the highlights
is the free Arabic on-line resources we have been able to develop and provide. Specifically,
we have placed on-line two seasonal children’s dramas, complete with songs, script, director’s
guide, and video-clips. The response has been very positive, and we are planning to expand our
Arabic-medium website with more resources over the coming year.

During these few years
of partnership, we worked closely together
serving the Christians in Iran and in Iraq by
offering in-depth, well-planned leadership
training seminars with the aim to equip
a new generation of leaders to carry on
the mission and ministry in such countries
where Christians are on the verge of
disappearing!
I have been impressed by the Christian spirit,
hospitality and openness, dedication, deep
commitment to Jesus, academic wealth,
visionary leadership all in one organization
and all put together in serving Him and the
Church He died for wherever that may be.
What a privilege to be partners with ABTS’
EMRC.
Rosangela Jarjour

With all the blessings
that we have as churches
in the Middle East, and
Lebanon specifically, still
the Lack of Christian
Education Material in
Arabic remains a big
concern that faces
every faithful worker.
Educational Ministries
Resource Centre (EMRC) came as a great
help to meet such need. The material that
came out at Christmas and Easter were
an additional blessing to our Churches. It
allowed our teachers to present material
that is very relevant to our culture, with
good quality and deep spirituality. As a
person who took part in clarifying the
needs and how the Centre can serve the
Arabic Evangelical churches, I am happy
to see the dream come true and grow in
steady and firm steps.
Najla Kassab
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Institute of Middle East Studies (IMES)

by Martin Accad
Director, Institute of Middle East Studies

T

he Institute of Middle East Studies holds an important place within the framework of the
mission of ABTS. This past year has been one of strategic planning as we have become more
structured with three main goals.

The first goal is educational. IMES strives to raise awareness about Middle Eastern and Islamic realities. The
goal is to foster a paradigm shift about Islam and the Middle East in people’s thinking.

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

IMES conference participant

The second goal focuses on human rights advocacy by setting up a program that deals with religiously
motivated violence and abuse of human rights. We can’t approach such violence simplistically. Rather, we must approach them after careful
investigation of the facts, bringing in opportunity for dialogue and growth in common interfaith platforms of advocacy for justice. We remain
accountable to God, bringing justice to the violent situation.
The third goal focuses on conflict resolution and peacemaking.This goal is especially prominent in Lebanon, where dialogue between the religious
sects is vastly needed. An example is the Tawasul breakfast. IMES recently held its third Tawasul meeting, which gathers leaders of the youth
movements of the main political parties in Lebanon for an informal time of dialogue between the parties. I feel that we are moving ahead in
friendship and openness, and will soon be able to delve into more sensitive topics in the near future.
Alongside the strategic planning, IMES continues to hold its annual Middle East Conferences, while in 2009 we focused on understanding Muslim
women, in 2010 our theme was Muslim and Christian Youth as the Present Future: Seeking Understanding, Sharing our Faith.

This conference has brought together
human and material resources. The
materials have been helpful, but the
human resources have been remarkable.
Hearing the stories from the young men
and women was a highlight for me. I also
learned much from Saïd’s sessions. I was
challenged by the commitment and time
that is required if we want to be involved
in real interfaith dialogue. We need to
have a real love for other people, and
take time to follow up with them. I have
a lot to think about, and the conference
has challenged me to listen very closely
to young people and to have a ministry
of encouragement.
Brett,
Australia/Fuller Seminary, USA

[3

main goals:

At IMES, we look ahead to this coming year, praying for opportunities to bring light to the regional and global world through our
three main goals.

There have been two highlights at the
conference for me this week. One was
the sessions with Saïd and what he shared
about working in an urban context. Many of
his words resonated with what my church
and I struggle with back home. Working in
urban setting among communities of both
Christian and Muslim faiths, I was challenged
to be more bold in communicating the
Gospel message with others. The second
highlight was meeting with members of the
Shiite theological institution. It was a real
blessing to share with them and find that
we have a common love for God and for
our neighbor.
Alex, England

IMES conference participant

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

IMES conference participant

Said Oujibou presenting
"One Man Show: Liberté, egalité, couscous!"
during IMES' 2010 Middle East Conference

The afternoon with the Shiite community
was a blessing for me. When we shared
in small groups, we had a chance to
share about our faith, and we found
that we had similar views about faith in
general. Everyone was ready to listen.
I felt that we were building bridges.
God helps us meet somewhere in the
middle when we open our doors and
our hearts. That is what He wants us
to do: to love others and to open our
hearts to them.
Amal, Lebanon

Educational
Human rights advocacy
Conflict resolution and peacemaking

]
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Institute of Middle East Studies (IMES)

As a graduate of ABTS, I am familiar
with the concept of interfaith dialogue.
This conference has been like adding
one more piece to the puzzle. The
afternoon where we met with the Shiite
community members was especially
memorable – to be able to listen to them
and learn from them. I also appreciated
the session with Ikram Lamie about
lost identity. I was challenged by what
he said – to look at our past and learn
from it, and then to look to the future.
I hope I can use what I’ve learned in my
youth and sports ministry.
Nicolas, Lebanon

The annual Middle East Conference event
seeks to breathe new life into our
Evangelical churches’ witness to Muslim
communities globally. We seek models of
greater faithfulness to Christ, in witness
through life, work and speech, that will
lead to more fruitfulness among Muslim
communities worldwide.

Martin Accad,
Director of IMES

IMES conference participant

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

IMES conference participant

The conference has helped me be
better informed about Muslim and
Christian youth. This will help me in my
interaction with the young leaders that
I train and mentor, but also in interfaith
dialogue that I may be involved in the
future. One of the highlights for me this
week was hearing from the 3 young
women and the young man of Christian
and Muslim faith backgrounds. I found
it helpful to hear in their own words
what had been taught during the other
sessions this week. It was special to
hear their stories.
Jeff, Canada/Prague

For information on IMES’

Annual Middle East
Conference
- 3rd week of June Contact:
IMES@abtslebanon.org
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Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS)
Publishing Ministry

A

Writing Ensures
the Continuity of the Word

greater need for locally written books in the Arabic language on theological and similar topics continues to be of great importance
to us. This past year we published three books written in Arabic – Spiritual Gifts by Riad Kassis, the History and Theology of the
Evangelical Church by Issa Diab, and The Art of Preaching by Ghassan Khalaf. We also published The Book of Revelation by Adolf
Pohl, translated into Arabic. We are currently working on other books including Kingdom Ethics and Starting Right, both translated into Arabic.

RELEAS
ES

The Book of Revelation and History and Theology of the Evangelical Church have had a positive impact on the life of our students at ABTS and
on local and regional pastors who have read them. These books are informative and have a great impact to our leaders and future ministry
workers in the Middle East.
Hikmat Kashouh,
Head of ABTS' Publishing Committee

reading, and consequently lack of awareness
of our faith heritage, our churches suffer
from a shallowness in understanding of the
message of Scripture, and the concepts of
faith that are embedded within. At the same
time we cannot but ask: Are we making
available to God’s people the appropriate
resources for their growth in knowledge at
various levels?

W

NEW

riting as the art of
composition is a gift
from God. The apostle
Paul did not have to mention the gift of
writing amongst others listed in the epistles
to the Romans, Corinthians and Ephesians.
He was modeling it. Writers of Old and New
Testament books practiced the gift of writing.
Had these Books not been written, faith
would not have been preserved as received,
but would have been distorted by humans.

A Writers’ Workshop
@ ABTS

I

n response to the urgent need for
more Christian books for the Middle
East, written by indigenous writers,
both men and women, ABTS held a Writers’
Conference in May 2010 in partnership with
Overseas Council Int’l. The purpose of this
workshop was to stimulate and encourage the
future publication of sound books in the local
Middle Eastern languages, to be used by the
Church. Eight writers participated from Egypt,
Syria, Lebanon and Iran.
The trainers were professional writers, namely
Tim Stafford, Riad Kassis, and Ghassan Khalaf.

Culture is the accumulation of human intellect
and so is the culture of the Church. Writing
preserves what is in the memories of people
for the benefit of future generations. The
Church’s intellect would run dry at any point
in time if it does not benefit from the spiritual
heritage accumulated earlier. Due to lack of

Churches in the Middle East relied for
their growth for a long period of time on
the intellectual contributions of western
churches. And now there is evidence of rich
writing gifts locally that pave the way for a
promising future.We are hoping for a snowball
effect, and we hope that our intellectual
contributions grow in the following areas:
worship as lifestyle, biblical studies, theological
enquiry, church reference books, Christian
ethics, the church’s evangelistic and social
responsibilities, and books that address the
pastoral, developmental, and counseling needs
of God’s people for the different groups and
ages.
Rare are those who are able to pour their
thoughts into words. This is why we need
to encourage emerging talents in the field of
writing that they may mature and bear fruits.
We can encourage these gifts through training
seminars and conferences. Yet the priority is

to build networks, in every country and large
city, focused on nurturing Christian literature,
and building the capacities of neglected gifts
in our society, in addition to establishing
newspapers and magazines that publish the
works of writers, encouraging them in the
process and developing their gifts.
With the encouragement of writers, people
will also be encouraged to read. Had it not
been for the need for food, farmers would not
plant wheat. Similarly, what ignites the mind
of an author is readers who appreciate and
enjoy the written word. Library committees
in churches have a vital role to play in
whetting the appetite of their members for
reading.
I encourage those who have a seed of the
gift of writing to start working on developing
it that it may grow and mature. And may all
writers in God’s Kingdom know that their
writing will not go to waste but will become
a steadfast truth accessible to generations to
come. The written word paves the way to
God’s Kingdom, and its influence brings glory
to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the
“Word” that became flesh.

Ghassan Khalaf
Lebanese Author and Scholar
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Dar Manhal Al Hayat
By Sawsan Tannoury

Sponsor a book!

Publishing Manager

W

e can choose to be
overwhelmed by the fact
that we are a Christian
minority in a region that is desperate for
peace and hope, or we can face up to the
challenge and set out to make a difference.
We choose the latter! Indeed, every book
that we publish at Dar Manhal Al Hayat is a
ray of light carrying a Message of hope to
its reader.
The need for Christian material in the Arabic
language is so enormous and the resources
so limited that we have to be strategic in
our selection of books to publish, choosing
those that are founded and centered on
Christ. We are also keen on encouraging
gifted writers to invest more time and effort
in producing context-relevant resources that
can further enrich the Arab Church. We’re
working towards being more intentional in
this regard.
Our future plans include the production
of creative resources for children. This is
a huge endeavor that will with God’s grace
greatly impact the new generation for Christ.
The Picture Bible that DMAH published
several years back in partnership with
David C. Cook continues to be in demand
today, touching and transforming lives in
incredible ways. It is our prayer that our new
projects will be equally impactful.
As Dar Manhal Al Hayat, our main market
today is Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Jordan and
Egypt. Networking is a key element of
our ministry and on more than one level.
Alongside maintaining close relations with
other Evangelical publishers in the region, we

are currently working with other Christian
publishing houses in Lebanon on forming
an active network with the purpose of
facilitating cooperation between us. This is a
very important step for all of us and will with
our collective efforts open up new avenues
for ministry in our country and beyond.
We are thankful for friends and partners,
members of the global Body of Christ, who
make it possible for Dar Manhal Al Hayat
to make available and accessible Christian
resources in the Arabic language for the
Arab World. We count on your prayers and
support that we may persevere in pursuit of
new avenues to carry the message of love
and hope to the lost in the world, and of
encouragement to the growing Church in
the Middle East North Africa and beyond.
Thank you.

Partner with us as
we seek to make
available valuable
Christian resources
for the growth of the
Arab Church.

Resources for Children!
“It is not enough to simply teach children to read; we have to give
them something worth reading. Something that will stretch their
imaginations - something that will help them make sense of their
own lives and encourage them to reach out toward people whose
lives are quite different from their own.” - Katherine Patterson

Recently-published DMAH books include

One Minute After You Die
By Erwin Lutzer
Theological studies in the Bible:
The Revelation of John
By Adolf Pohl
Have you known your spiritual gifts?
A practical study on the gifts
of the Holy Spirit
By Riad Kassis
Introduction to the History and Theology
of Evangelical Churches
By Issa Diab
What is So Amazing About Grace?
by Philip Yancey
Prayer As Taught by Jesus
By Tony Skaff
Twelve Extraordinary Women
By MacArthur
Twelve Ordinary Men
By John MacArthur
The Gospel According to Jesus
By John MacArthur
Marriage and Divorce in Christianity
By amuel Abed Al Shahid
Homiletics
By Ghassan Khallaf

After publishing the Picture Bible in Arabic language, DMAH
is currently working on two new projects for children and
We’re looking for Partners!
For more information, contact us at
information@Dar-manhal-alhayat.com

When Mothers Pray
By Cheri Fuller
Let the Nations be Glad
By John Piper
We Believe & Testify (CD and Book)
By Lily Kakish
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To subscribe to Dar Manhal Al Hayat’s
e-newsletter contact:
information@bplebanon.org
For regular updates on DMAH check:
www.dar-manhal-alhayat.com

BOOKS
In Process
Theological studies in the Bible.
The Message of Mark:
The Mystery of Faith,
by Adolf Pohl

T E S T I M O N I E S . . .

Dar Manhal Al Hayat
I have read several Dar Manhal Al Hayat
publications and have enjoyed all of them. Yet
the one that has influenced me the most is
Charles Stanley’s book How to Handle Adversity
because it taught me how to deal with
the adversities in my life (divorce, religious
persecution, shunning, single parenting…)
with a positive and Christian attitude very
different from what the world teaches. The
world tells me that I have to bear my burdens
and rely on myself, but Christ, my lord, tells
me to surrender my worries and burdens to
Him and rely on Him for He is my deliverance.

I read Rev. Issa Diab’s book Introduction to the
History and Theology of the Evangelical Churches
and found it very interesting and instructive
because it gave me insights about the history
of the Evangelicals in the Middle East that I
didn’t know before. It’s a valuable educational
book and a great reference. It helped me
understand the roots of my forefathers and
how they persevered in the Middle East to
keep the lantern of truth lit in the midst of
challenging times.

I read Adolf Pohl’s book Die Offenbarung des
Johannes (A study of Revelation) while working
on an academic paper about the book of
Revelations. I found it to be most enlightening
and interesting. It gave me a much deeper
understanding and a wider perspective about
the book of Revelations and what is to come.
It challenged and motivated me to spread the
Word of Christ even more intensely because
the end is very near.
A Seminary student from Iraq

A brother from Egypt

A sister from Syria,
from non-Christian background

Kingdom Ethics:
Following Jesus
in Contemporary Context,
by Glen H. Stassen
and David P. Gushee
Art of Preaching
By Ghassan Khallaf

Marriage and Divorce in
Christianity
By Samuel
Abed Al Shahid

Marriage:
From Surviving to Thriving,
by Chuck Swindoll
Everybody Communicates,
Few Connect,
by John C. Maxwell
The MacArthur Study Bible,
by John MacArthur
Picture Bible,
by David C. Cook publishers

Becoming a Woman of Influence is a very
practical book because it carries many titles
and practical applications towards the end
of the book. This made it easy for use as
a complementary resource in house based
bible studies. It really helped feed the subject
of leadership and the important role of an
influential woman. We look forward to read
and distribute more practical books like this
one. We used this book in our women’s
ministry in Jordan as well as in Egypt.
Basma Gammoh
on behalf of Arab Women Today - Jordan

OUR BOOK
LAUNCHING
EVENTS

Starting Right,
by Kenda Creasy Dean,
Chap Clark, Dave Rahn,
and Chap Clark

Parenting:
From Surviving to Thriving,
by Chuck Swindoll

I read Spiritual gifts by Rev. Riad Kassis and
was deeply touched. It made me pause and
take a deep look at myself to determine
and evaluate what my spiritual gifts were
and what I needed to improve in order to
become a good servant-leader for Christ
in my community. I recommended it to my
fellow students because it will help them
– as future Christian servant-leaders – to
build up their gifts and perform better.
Everyone should read this book and discover
what their spiritual gifts are in order to better
serve the Lord.
A Brother from Iraq

Introduction to the History
and Theology
of Evangelical Churches
By Issa Diab

Prayer As Taught by Jesus
By Tony Skaff

- Twelve Extraordinary Women
- Twelve Ordinary Men
- The Gospel According to Jesus
By John MacArthur
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Beirut Baptist School
By Paul Oueis
Principal

You are the light of the world. A city set
on a hill cannot be hidden

Matthew 5:14

B

BS … preparing our students

N

estled between residential
high-rises in one of the
most populous districts of
Beirut, the Beirut Baptist School is not
readily noticed. Many pass by the tall wroteiron fence that hems in its modest campus,
without recognizing that inside is a most
extraordinary school. It is, as far as I know,
the only non-Christian community school
with an explicit Christian mission and a
mandatory Christian education curriculum
anywhere in the Arab and the Muslim
world. More remarkable is the fact that the
school community not only tolerates but
also appreciates the salutary and redeeming
value of the Christian message in the lives
of its children. There is hardly a residential
building in all the streets surrounding or
leading to the school that does not count a
current or a former BBS student among its
residents.
Since its founding in 1954, the BBS has
earned the acceptance of the community by
quietly and lovingly lighting little fires of hope
into the heart of each student and every
home. The school has been described as a
beacon of knowledge, a lighthouse of truth,
a citadel of faith, and an oasis of tolerance
and understanding. But the metaphor that
I find most endearing and that most closely
describes the heart and aspirations of this
remarkable institution, is that of the biblical
city on a hill. The image of a cluster of hilltop houses silhouetted against a dark night
sky, with flickering lights emanating from
every window, is uniquely comforting and
intensely evocative. The city Jesus described
was not a sky-scraping bustling metropolis

in mind, body and spirit to

but a serene community of lights. The BBS
might seem to be cowering in the shadows
of a sprawling metropolis, but it is also a City
on a Hill.
A few months back the missions team of
a church in Atlanta (GA) commented that
had they not seen in their own eyes, nor
heard what took place before them at a BBS
Bible Study class: “The level of openness and
transparency that I witnessed in Lebanon,
a country in the Middle East, would not be
possible in a public school in the States. I
would have found it hard to believe had I not
seen in my own eyes.”
Another first-time BBS visitor noted that “it
has been ages ago since I saw such wonderful
Biblical teaching in a school.” Over 90% of
the BBS student body of around 1,300 is nonChristian. They take part in weekly chapel
and very engaging Bible studies that are quite
unique, apparently not only to a complex
context like ours. It is worth noting here that
BBS has been commended by AdvancED’s
Quality Assurance Review Team (QART)
for “providing Christian values in a Muslim
Community while respecting the dignity of
each religion”. A statement made by a team
that comes from diverse faith backgrounds.

BBS is indeed a
City on a Hill.

meet the challenges of the

world around them!
Providing quality education is a value that
led BBS to seek accreditation for quality
assurance and not as an end goal by itself. In
2010, an AdvancED Quality Assurance Review

“

providing
Christian
values in a
Muslim
Community
while
respecting
the dignity
of each
religion.

”

The Quality Assurance Review Team with BBS' Management Team

Team visited BBS to

1.

determine the

extent to which BBS meets the AdvancED
standards,

2.

assess the efficacy of the

school’s improvement efforts,

3. evaluate

the effectiveness of the school’s methods for
quality assurance,

4.

provide high-quality

feedback with clear required actions and
next-steps, and

5. make an accreditation

recommendation.
The outcome was that “the Quality
Assurance

Review

Team

recommends to the AdvancED
Accreditation Commission that
the

Beirut

Baptist

School

be

awarded NCA CASI Accreditation
as a quality school.”
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Beirut Baptist School

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge
2Cor: 4:6
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

For regular updates on BBS check:
www.bbslebanon.org

I

t is our prayer that the Christian message shines so brightly in our lives, by word
and deed, bringing others to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ - the Answer to
men’s pursuits and quests throughout the ages.
Toni Haddad,
BBS Chaplain
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Baptist Children & Youth Ministry

opportunities for ministry that are before us
today using puppetry to communicate the
message.

“

Pastor Joseph, you’re the first
person to believe in me”, were
the words of 12-year old Chadi
who left home ending up first on the streets
and then in a shelter because neither of his
parents want anything to do with him.
Chadi is one of many such children that the
Lord brought to our attention in a BCMY
camp focused on children at risk. That was
our very first encounter and the beginning
of a new ministry track for BCYM. Needless
to say, each of these children carries their
own set of challenges and traumas… They’ve
learnt over the years to fend for themselves,
and so trust is a major issue for them. When
we first visited them after the camp, they
were absolutely stunned that we cared.
As BCYM, we’re not satisfied with a periodic
camp and follow-up visits. Much more needs
to be done – but first of all we need to
understand the problem of “needy” children
in Lebanon that we may better serve them.
As such, and aided by LSESD’s Community
Development ministry track, we’re now
looking at the possibility of conducting a
needs assessment that can help us reach out
holistically to these children.
Another new BCYM track is that of Puppet
Ministry. We were blessed earlier on this
year when The Agape Puppet Team (GA)
visited us in Lebanon, holding performances
throughout the country, training youth
leaders, Sunday school teachers… and
helping us form our own BCYM Puppet
Ministry team. We are excited by the

Alongside these two new avenues, BCYM
continues to work with the local churches,
holding camps for children, some of whom
do not have the opportunity to attend
Sunday school. For some, this is the first
- and probably the only - opportunity to hear
about the love of Christ.
In partnership with the Arab Baptist
Theological Seminary we’ve been training a
cadre of young local leaders who have a heart
to work with children. We are excited that
the European Baptist Federation has recently
developed and made available in Arabic
language an online Youth Training program
“Horizons” that can be of tremendous help
in equipping our youths.
We are so very grateful to the Lord for
the way He has been growing this ministry
– stretching us in enormous ways. We are
thankful to visionary friends and partners
who have come alongside us that this ministry
may make a difference in the lives of children
and youth; this includes church groups from
North America and Europe who have come
to Lebanon, joined hands with us, co-leading
BCYM camps with local leaders. Thank you
for further enriching our ministry.

I

wing his way from earth up to
Heaven, and were to say that

there was one poor, ragged boy, without
father or mother, with no one to care for
him and teach him the way of life; and if God
were to ask who among them were willing
to come down to this earth and live here for
fifty years and lead that one to Jesus Christ,
every angel in Heaven would volunteer to
go. Even Gabriel, who stands in the presence
of the Almighty, would say, "Let me leave my
high and lofty position, and let me have the
luxury of leading one soul to Jesus Christ."
There is no greater honour than to be the
instrument in God's hands of leading one
person out of the kingdom of Satan into the
glorious light of Heaven.
Dwight L. Moody
Biography

Bavaria Baptist Association
In my opinion BCYM is
among the key ministries
of Baptist work in Lebanon.
As a former youth pastor
I had the privilege to help
develop the children and
youth ministry in Bavaria
years ago. The most
rewarding thing for me was
to see young people grow
in their relationship with
Jesus, respond to his love and develop
their skills. And this is at the core of
BCYM's mission: bringing children and
young people in touch with the lifechanging love of Christ.
Since 2006 I have kept track of the
development of BCYM. The rapid
growth of this ministry is amazing and
the blessing obvious. Young people are
given a sound foundation for their lives
by showing and sharing with them how
precious they are in God's sight.
I think BCYM renders an important
service to the churches by equipping
young folk to be able to take up
responsibility in their respective home
churches and by giving them a sense
of belonging together across Lebanon.
Many of today's church and Baptist
Association leaders in Bavaria gained
invaluable experience and training by
being involved in our children and youth
ministry.
Personally I am fascinated by the clear
vision and constant commitment of the
BCYM team. It is an honor for us to
be used by the Lord in support of this
important ministry.
Klaus-Peter Marquaß

For more information
on BCYM contact:
youthministry@LSESD.org

Kfarhabou Baptist Church, North Lebanon

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

Baptist Youth Minister

believe that if an angel were to

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

By Joseph Kazzi

When BCYM started holding its summer programs, our
children started expecting them with joy. There were
multiple benefits – spiritual, character-building, relationshipbuilding… not to mention leadership development for our
youth leaders.
Moreover, these periodic events are a wonderful
opportunity for our teenagers, helping them overcome
the various challenges that they face.
The BCYM team is constantly in our prayers. May God
bless you and grant you success.
Riad Raad
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Baptist Children & Youth Ministry

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

First Baptist Church - Atlanta

:)

The fact that children are very well treated is making them
enjoy camps and want to come back

:)

To say, that I was blessed

In July 2009 I had the awesome privilege of traveling to
Lebanon on a short-term missionary trip with 6 others
from First Baptist Church Atlanta. To say, that I was
blessed is a huge understatement! It all began when
early one Sunday morning God directed me to a meeting
where I learned that there was a need for people to partner with the Lebanese Baptist Children and Youth Ministry in order to carry out a
summer camp for orphans and needy children. While I am a child psychologist, God had been speaking to my heart about orphans for the
past year and a half. However, it was that day that I found out the first part of this beautiful plan! Trusting God, preparing, raising support,
communicating with Gladys Haddad their coordinator, and traveling were pieces of this wonderful journey. I received, grew, and was stretched
in multiple new ways. Meeting the children, forming relationships, sharing about God during devotions, talking at meals, playing games, greeting
the children in the morning, eating with them all meals, seeing them finish arts and crafts, singing, and so much more were all part of this
incredible experience! I was greatly honored to be asked to make a presentation which I titled “Working with Sexually Abused Children”
for the Arabic leaders as well as the short-term missionaries from the United States and United Kingdom. There were friendships formed in
Atlanta and Lebanon that continue today. I assure you that God will show you what to do if you seek Him, allow yourself to be quiet, and
listen. You can pray, send, or go! Lebanon remains in my heart. I can rejoice with the psalmist, David, when he wrote inspired by God, “The
righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon”. Psalm 92:12.

is a

huge understatement!

Sarai Padilla

Partnership Opportunity…
T E S T I M O N Y . . .

Pastor of Youth & Children
Frinton Free Church - UK

T E S T I M O N Y . . .

Bikfaya Baptist Church
Honestly I love serving with BCYM.

1. Leaders' trainings are very enriching.
2. The fact that children are very well treated is making them enjoy camps and want to come back :)
3. The selected themes are always communicated to the children in a very nice way (even if church

B

CYM…Reaching
Children
Worldwide through Audio
Devotions Online!

Beirut! Are you joking?
These were the words
that I uttered when I
was asked to lead a team
to Lebanon to join in
a BCYM summer camp
for children.

Our goal is to reach out to a larger number
of children in Lebanon and the Arab World
through helping them experience, celebrate,
and learn to share God's love as they grow
in their relationship with Jesus Christ.

However, despite having the pictures
of the late eighties in my mind, we
arrived in your overwhelmingly beautiful
country and experienced your amazing
hospitality. We saw a vision to help the
young meet Jesus and raise a generation
dedicated to serving Jesus, being fulfilled
in our short stay.
BCYM is an amazing ministry serving
Lebanon, and we feel privileged to be a
part of the ongoing ministry.

children may already know some stories from Sunday school but there's always something new they
are learning).

4. Having foreign leaders helping us is really good especially that they are the ones in charge of the crafts & some games
& skits which makes children enjoy their new ideas.
Christelle Dib

Jon Hills

We would like to add to our website
www.bcymlebanon.org weekly interactive
audio devotions that children can listen to and share their feedback.
The purpose of our audio track is to support other areas of ministry
in making disciples of Jesus Christ. Thus, volunteer counselors,
teachers, Sunday school teachers, and children’s leaders will play a vital
role in this audio ministry.
Each devotional will comprise of a “thought” that is expanded,
dealt with biblically and presented to the listeners in an exciting
and dynamic way. Children themselves will take a role in recording
these devotions as their input is highly significant for transmitting the
Message to their peers.
Gladys Haddad
BCYM Coordinator
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Community Relief & Development

Needy Children in Lebanon

By Rupen Das
Director of Community Development Programme

Marjeyoun Community Center

Where are we now

T

For more information on LBAid
contact: LBAid@Lsesd.org

?

he 2006 war changed the Lebanese Baptist Society (LSESD) and opened new
ways for the Baptist community in Lebanon to address the needs of the poor
and vulnerable in Lebanon. During the war they opened the facilities at the
school and the seminary and housed and fed more than a thousand displaced individuals from the conflicted
affected areas. In the aftermath they were involved in rebuilding water systems and community centers in
the badly affected areas in south Lebanon. Through this process they became aware of the levels of poverty
and need, especially in the areas around Marjayoun and the Baptist church in Deir Mimas.
While some initial assessments were done during that time, it was felt that a more through and in-depth
study of the needs and resources available in the area needed to be undertaken. This was done between
December 2009 and March 2010. The study looked at existing data and also conducted an assessment to
collect primary data. Significant needs were identified (as well as possible programming areas) including:

Health
o Need for public health programming among mothers on better nutrition for children;
o Public health programming among women, especially young and expectant women
o Public health programming among adults and families on developing healthy lifestyles and handling stress
Education
o Programme for children with learning disabilities
o Recreational activities for children
o Preschool programme to provide children with better skills to cope in mainstream schools
Livelihoods
o Post harvest food processing and improved market access
o Better agricultural techniques to increase yield while using fewer resources (i.e. conservation farming)
o Computer training
o English language training
N e x t Step
Phase I: Establish a center that would include a multipurpose hall, staff and guest accommodation, recreation
areas as well as possible areas for agricultural activities and demonstrations. The facilities would include two
vehicles to provide transportation for children and others to come to the center. The lack of transportation
was one of the issues identified as being a reason for not being able to participate in existing activities. The
center would be located on a land that LSESD has already purchased in Deir Mimas.

A joint project with LSESD’s Baptist Children & Youth Ministry

N

ew vulnerable groups are emerging in Lebanon; foremost among them are
children who are not part of mainstream society. This group of children
comprises of street children, children of prisoners, children of migrants (from
Syria and other parts of the country), children of gypsies and Bedouins, and abandoned or
orphaned children.
There is very little hard data on these vulnerable groups. Activists estimate the number for
street children ranges from 3,000 - 5,000. The Ministry of Social Affairs estimates that between
50,000 – 100,000 children under 14 who are working in manual labor, as domestic help or in
factories; 20,000 Lebanese children live in alternate care because their families are too poor to
support them. What is clear is a significant problem with children protection and meeting the
needs of vulnerable groups of children.
Subject to the availability of funds, LSESD seeks in 2011 to conduct a detailed assessment of
the scope of the problem and an analysis of its morphology so as to be able to understand
what would be the best way to intervene. Based on the findings, LSESD will invite various
stakeholders – local churches included – in working together to address the need.

Poverty in Lebanon

I

n 2009 UNDP published a study which indicated that 28% of Lebanon’s population
lives below the poverty line and 8% in extreme poverty. Anyone who has visited
Lebanon for a short time will immediately question these numbers and ask, “So
where are these poor? How come one does not see them?”
In collaboration with World Vision Lebanon, LSESD (with funding from the Canadian Baptist
Ministries) decided that it would study and describe poverty in Lebanon but would use models
of poverty that go beyond just economic indicators. To do this the study is also looking at
issues of marginalization, voicelessness and powerlessness as part of understanding poverty.
Realizing that poverty looks very different than it does in Africa or Asia, it was important
that we not look at the Middle East through African or Asian eyes. The study is analyzing 8
different communities in the country; three urban communities (2 in Beirut and 1 in Tripoli),
an official Palestinian camp and an informal settlement (both is Tyre), a Druze community in
Hasbaya, villages in the north in Akkar, a Bedouin community in the Bekaa and finally another
marginalized community in the Bekaa.
The value of this study is to develop better interventions that address the real issues of poverty
and its underlying causes and not just dabble in Band-Aid solutions. UN HABITAT has been very
supportive of this project but is interested to see how the case studies can be used to advocate
for justice. The Center for Civic and Community Engagement at the American University of
Beirut (AUB) noted that these studies are the basic assessments which are critical before any
community interventions can be done. Both organizations have partnered with the study to
provide resources, data and valuable contacts.
A second objective is to develop the reputation of LSESD as a credible development agency in
Lebanon. The studies will be completed this year and be published early next year.
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You can do what I cannot do.
I can do what you cannot do.
Together, we can do great things.

God is not on vacation
in the Arab world!

Join hands with us
Make a Difference

By Paul Sanders

Prayer

Chairman

Greetings from Paris!

I

n a day when everyone is asking
for your money (or asking for
your “prayers”, but really meaning
“dollars”), why should you listen to yet
another pep talk?
I want to tell you in just one short phrase
why I believe in the ministries of LSESD:
because I’ve been there and seen them at
work! How my family and I miss being there
since our return to France in summer 2009!
Many people in the West today have given
up on the Arab world, either relegating it
to a non-entity, or fearing it to the point of
obsession. Our Lebanese brothers and sisters
have not given up on their region! They have
not cursed the darkness, but are lighting
more and more candles, one at a time. As we
all know, it is when things are darkest that
whatever light is there burns brightest.
I had the privilege of working side by side
with the Lebanese Baptist ministries. I know
and love the people, I see their dedication.

- Mother Teresa -

They are the “light force” of which Brother
Andrew spoke, which is making a difference
in the region. That difference is not always
very visible from the outside, but, believe
me when I say: God is not on vacation in
the Arab world! I have been privileged to
witness Him at work in the Middle East and
in North Africa, and I am doing my small
part in helping encourage and empower the
Lebanese Baptist Light Force.
This brings me to Middle East Bible Outreach
(MEBO), the charitable arm and partner of
the Lebanese Baptists in the United States.
As new chair of MEBO, it is my privilege to
bring logistical help to the Light Force as they
light candles across the region, from Morocco
to Egypt, from Sudan to Iraq, and beyond. If
you can help MEBO, you can help light more
candles in the difficult MENA region.
Difficult, yes. Impossible, no! As we say in
France, « impossible is not French ». I would
say much more: “Impossible” is not a word
in the vocabulary of the LSESD. Though
the forces are overwhelming, we “retreat
forward” with them to make a difference for
the Kingdom of Christ in the Middle East and
North Africa.

The Middle East Bible Outreach

support

Pray for God’s leading and provision

Contribute towards the production of Christian resources in the Arabic language

Pray for transformed lives… for candles
lit in various part of the Arab World

Contribute towards the production of creative resources in Arabic for children

The Church in the Arab World is in
dire need for Christian resources in
the Arabic language.

(MEBO) is a 501 c 3 corporation
and can issue a deductible receipt in
return for contributions. For more

Partner with us that ABTS
may benefit from a

information on MEBO please check:

w w w. m e b o. o r g

Dar Manhal Al Hayat Publishing House

1:1 Match Opportunity for
the production of Theological
resources in Arabic Language

Arab Baptist Theological Seminary
Sponsor an Arab student @ US$ 9,500/student/year
Sponsor the participation of a Christian Arab Worker in our annual Middle East
Conference @ US$ 1,000/person
Contribute towards the Middle East Conference for creating understanding that
stimulates the growth of the Church in the Arab World @ US$ 15,000/year
Contribute towards the development and provision of resources and training to
empower the Church in the Arab World. Projects ranging from US$ 1,495
to US$ 9,200

Children & Youth Ministry
Sponsor 25 children @ US$ 4,125/3-days camp

... because I’ve been
there and seen them
at work!

Sponsor 20 children @ US$ 3,300/3-days camp
Sponsor the BCYM Puppet Ministry activities @ US$ 2,500
Development of weekly audio devotions on BCYM website @ US$ 10,000

Beirut Baptist School
Contribute towards:
Resourcing BBS’ Bible Department with context-relevant material @ US$ 6,500
Purchase of a van for BBS Pre-school @ US$ 30,000
Purchase of a new school bus @ US$ 60,000
Expansion of BBS library resources @ US$ 15,000
Installation of Smart-boards in BBS Classrooms

ptist Society
Lebanese Ba .Box 165, Mansourieh el Maten
ss P.O
Mailing Addre
961 (4) 401922
Telephone +
g
ion@Lsesd.or
Email informat

st School
Beirut Bapti . Box 11-2026, Beirut, Lebanon
ss P.O
Mailing Addre
0 - 818 474
961(1) 303 36
+
e
n
o
h
p
le
Te
6 579
Fax +961(1)30
.org
l@bbslebanon
Email principa
g
.bbslebanon.or
Website www

Al Hayat
Dar Manhal
.Box 165,

n

aten, Lebano
ansourieh El M
M
ss P.O
Mailing Addre
- 401922
961 (4) 400250
Telephone: +
532481
Fax: +961 (4)
n.org
ion@bplebano
Email informat
lhayat.com
w.dar-manhal-a
Website: ww

ary
logical Semin en
o
e
h
T
st
ti
p
a
el Mat
Arab B
60, Mansourieh
ss P.O.Box
Mailing Addre
961 (4) 400250
Telephone +
532481
Fax +961 (4)
n.org
ion@abtslebano
Email informat
rg
.abtslebanon.o
Website www

ies
dle East Stud Maten
id
M
f
o
te
u
it
el
Inst
60, Mansourieh
ss P.O.Box
Mailing Addre
961 (4) 400250
Telephone +
532481
Fax +961 (4)
g
abtslebanon.or
Email IMES@

ls
Practical Skil
&
s
e
g
a
u
g
n
a
y of L
en
The Academ
sourieh el Mat
Man
ss P.O.Box 60,
Mailing Addre
961 (1) 755025
Telephone +
g
abtslebanon.or
Email ALPS@

y
outh Ministr
Children & Y .Box 165, Mansourieh el Maten

ch
Bible Outrea
Middle East
d.
ns
Sandy Plai R
ss 3605
Mailing Addre
272
Suite 240 PMB
066
Marietta, GA 30
g
ation@mebo.or
Email: inform
w.mebo.org
Website: ww

D

ss P.O.Box
Mailing Addre
961 (4) 401922
Telephone +
532481
Fax +961 (4)
Lsesd.org
Email LBAid@

Manhal
by Dar
esigned

ent
f & Developm
e
li
e
R
y
it
n
u
h el Maten
Comm
165, Mansourie

t
Al Haya

ss P.O
Mailing Addre
961 (4) 401922
Telephone +
532481
Fax +961 (4)
org
inistry@Lsesd.
Email youthm

