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S p e c i a l D e d i c at i o n

Yo u n g e s t P a r t n e r s
Yo u n g e s t P a r t n e r s
Lauren and Sarah

are two sisters, a 6-year old and a four-year old from Hardingville Bible
Church who saved nickels and dimes from their own pocket money totaling US$ 10.- for Lebanon
Relief.
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our stormy hearts and minds, and says, “Why
are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
Lebanese Baptist Society

M e s s ag e

from the

E x e c u t i v e D i r e c to r

peoples, as we found ourselves serving and
loving them. Perhaps we would have never
awakened to this fact if our own ship had
not been shaken by this storm!

This is exactly what we have experienced
throughout July as a result of the unexpected
vicious war in Lebanon. All of a sudden, we
find ourselves grieving loss of lives and the
disfiguring of our beautiful country, Lebanon.
All our plans and projects were put on hold.
Yet, in the midst of it all, God put in our
hearts a new vision, set before us new horizons, and opened wider doors for ministry.
We realized our humanitarian and spiritual
responsibilities towards our fellow Lebanese,

What strengthened us during this tough
period was the fact that thousands of people
were praying for us and for peace in
Lebanon. We received hundreds of encouraging e-mails from the world over that have
uplifted our souls. We are thankful for our
partners in North America, Europe, Australia,
Asia and the Middle East for their support
and aid. Without them our task would have
been ‘mission impossible’. Their telephone
calls, e-mails and concern made us feel the
strong bond between us that neither oceans
nor distance can weaken!
We shouldn't forget Eagle's Landing First
Baptist Church, Georgia, and First Baptist
Church of Forney, Texas, who were on a mission trip to Lebanon but got stranded when
the war broke out and couldn't leave on
their departure date. Their positive attitudes
and spiritual depth throughout their stay
were such a blessing to us.

A new dawn breaking… just over the horizon!
A new dawn breaking… just over the horizon!

Dear friends,
As Christians, we sometimes tend
to rest in our “comfort zones” and take
things for granted. Projects are well executed, objectives are accomplished, and dreams
fulfilled! Utopia! We think that our own
potentials and talents can withstand all
adversities and difficulties. Suddenly, within
the blink of an eye, the whole scenario
changes: the sea roars, the waves break over
our ship and we find ourselves deprived of
power and helpless to face this crisis. Amidst
this calamity, God “wakes up”, calms down

especially those from different religious backgrounds. It breaks my heart to witness the
death of innocent people and children no
matter what their nationality, race, or ethnic
background. As Lebanese, our culture may
have taught us to discriminate and show
favoritism to one group versus the other, but
the sudden emergence of this war reminded
us of the importance of the human soul
despite its cultural or religious background.
It's a shame that as Christians we tend to
forget that “God so loved the world”, and
instead, we retreat into our ghetto-like circles. God loves all nations, tribes, cultures,
and tongues and He has given us a new realization of this fact. He has put sincere love in
our hearts for the refugees and displaced

As Baptist Leadership we were working day
and night to meet the ongoing needs of the
displaced people. I can't but thank all of the
team members whom God has blessed us
with for their love and perseverance in ministry, especially during the war time. I'm
proud of each and every one, and I'm positive that they made the whole difference in
the ministry's success. They not only provided relief, Christian, social and educational
activities to more than 1200 refugees, but
also reflected God's love to them in doing
so. Many of them spent late hours at the
Beirut Baptist School and even slept there to
fully serve the 700-plus refugees. Thanks also
to tens of volunteers whom God blessed so
richly in their ministry at the school.

5
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Friends, this is the beginning of our journey.
A cease-fire is now in place but there are
still many challenges ahead of us. We pray
that our ministry among the refugees will
continue to be a living testimony of our
Christian faith, that these friends may always
remember the love and mercy of Jesus
Christ in everything we have done.
Perhaps one of the greatest challenges is that
our Seminary, ABTS, is developing gifted and
committed Christian leaders to become messengers of peace in a world and region where
the word peace seems to be little understood!

government and a modern democratic state.
Overcoming the political and religious differences and agendas will be a huge challenge
for every Lebanese.
Internationally, Lebanon will have to prove to
the International Community its ability to
regain the trust of investors and governments. Furthermore, Lebanon will have to
stand as a major contributor to the
International Community as it did when Dr.
Charles Malek, a Lebanese statesman, was
among the founders and writers of the
International Declaration of Human Rights.

Whatever the future may hold for this country and nation remains to be seen! Lebanon
will be facing various challenges. In addition
to the humanitarian and demographic crisis
which will eventually result in social unbalance, the country will have to meet local and
foreign challenges as well.

I have faith that this war will revive the
Lebanese Churches and the Christians will
overcome it with God's victory. Beside their
role as catalysts for peace and messengers of
heavenly love, Christian and Baptist educational institutions (like BBS) are planting the
seeds of Christianity in the hearts and minds
of hundreds and thousands of their students
and graduates. Our churches will now elevate their level of involvement in their communities and neighborhoods.

Locally, we should learn lessons from what
happened and join efforts to build a new

Finally, Christians sometimes tend to ask
God why He allows them to pass through

such intense trials. The answer for us is crystal clear now: Gold cannot shine and glow
unless it's tested first by fire! God always
does things right. His way is ALWAYS the
best even if to us it seems all wrong. May
God's glory and grace shine clearly in our
lives so that we reflect His light to the entire
world. We pray that Lebanon remains a gateway for ministry to the entire Middle East.
Nabil Costa,
Executive Director
The Lebanese Society for Educational and Social
Development (LSESD) - otherwise known as the
Lebanese Baptist Society - founded in 1998, is the legal
owner of several educational institutions including the
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS), the
Beirut Baptist School (BBS), and the Baptist
Publications or Dar Manhal Al Hayat.

Special Thanks

to

LSESD Board
God's

for their support and faith in
work in our midst

Te s t i m o n y. . .

W

ords are hardly enough to describe our love, respect, trust and admiration of the Baptist ministries in Lebanon. What marks these ministries
is foremost the deep commitment to the Lord of its leadership, their
contagious integrity, their genuine love for people, and their professionalism of operation. The evangelical ministry in Lebanon, chiefly that of the Baptists,
provides a solid backbone for much of evangelical activity in the other Arab countries.
From the vision and administrative efficiency of the Lebanese Baptist Society, to the
academic and spiritual example of the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, to the
unique excellence of the Beirut Baptist School, and to the leading and quality productions of the Baptist Publications, we are eternally indebted. The Christian spirit
of these ministries has been chiefly exhibited in the care provided during the last
tragic war in Lebanon. The churches, the school, the seminary, the homes and the
hearts provided a model shelter, love and service of a true Christ-like neighbor.
Rev. Dr. Imad Nicola Shehadeh
President and Professor of Theology
Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary

From Left to Right:
Rida Nasrallah, Rev. Boulos Haddad, Sam Moore
(Chairman of the Board of Middle East Bible
Outreach), Samir Abi Shdid (Chairman LSESD
Board), Nabil Costa; front row (Left to right)
Jihad Haddad and George Ghazal.
Also Elie
Kharrat who is not in photo.
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Wave r i n g
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary

M e s s ag e

from the

President

Lebanon

Few are the countries that have as ancient a
history as Lebanon and yet find themselves
“wavering between pain and glory”. For
thousands of years, and since Lebanon's
birth, the Lebanese have loved and cherished
the values of freedom, justice, cooperation,
and peace. Those who choose to persevere
and walk in the path of human and spiritual
values will definitely suffer in the face of
tyrants and oppressors.

Pain

and

Throughout this summer, Lebanon has been
subjected to a vicious war that has destroyed
its infrastructure and resulted in the displacement of a million people not to mention the death and injuries to thousands. The
Lebanese have drunk from a bitter cup,
which no country has ever tasted in such a
brief period. That's why we are a country
that is wavering between pain and glory.

The prophet Ezekiel
also
perceived
Jesus' image in the cedar tree where “A great
eagle with powerful wings…came to
Lebanon. Taking hold of the top of a cedar...”
alluding to the people who will take refuge
in Jesus Christ as their Savior and Protector.

As Lebanese Christians working in educational institutions established on the foundations of the Bible and the Spirit of Jesus, we
refuse to give up and let despair control our
lives. The Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior, died
and rose again and so will we. Despite the
deterioration of our external environment
we will bind our wounds and rise up once
again to help our fellow Lebanese rebuild
what has been destroyed.

Another reason for Lebanon's lively heritage
is the harmony among its various religious
groups. Lebanon is composed of different
peoples that have sought refuge in its mountains in order to live and practice freely their
religious rituals. Lebanon's schools aim to
educate and teach students from these different backgrounds, thus explaining the
lengthy educational curriculum. However, the
Lebanese are developing a diverse society
demonstrating to the world that love, peace,
prosperity, general welfare, security, and happiness may be realized through unity and
cooperation.

Testimony...

There are many reasons that enabled
Lebanon to achieve success, worldwide fame,
and honor in the past. One of the reasons is
the country's beautiful nature which the
Bible itself also mentions: its mountains, valleys, sea, snow, and the pine, cypress, and oak
forests. The prophet Isaiah perceived in
Lebanon's beauty the Kingdom's coming and
so he said, “The glory of Lebanon will come
to you, the pine, the fir and the cypress
together, to adorn the place of my sanctuary;

between

and I will glorify
the place of my
feet.” By saying
so, he means that
people who are
thirsty for spiritual
revival will be
revitalized by Jesus'
living water.

I

Today, we are all responsible for our wounded country, Lebanon. By God's power and
grace, we will lift it up so that it can once
again play its role effectively in helping the
nearby Arab countries and people.
Rev. Ghassan Khalaf, Ph.D. | President,
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary

think it is a miracle and a gift from God that you have been able to work the way
you have been doing to help others. You have shown to be followers of Christ
and I am sure your work will be blessed and bear fruit.
Be assured of our ongoing prayer for you and all brothers and sisters in
Lebanon… We will continue to pray and will try to find also other ways of helping
the people in Lebanon. May God bless you and give you strength. In His service,
Janny Kingma
Executive Committee Member
European Baptist Women’s Union

G
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لبنان في �أرجوحة الألم والمجد

source of exceptional encouragement to us

One

Gilberto Aguirre | Program Director
Council of Evangelical Churches of Nicaragua

Lebanon

D

ear brothers and sisters:
”“YOU ARE NOT ALONE
This is a mail from Nicaragua. A small country in Central America. A country that had suffered war for many years...but with our faith and confidence
in Our Lord Jesus. We have been praying for you. Praying for peace. We
understand very well your suffering because we have had that terrible experience
some years ago.
My wife and I attend the second Baptist church in Masaya a small city of Nicaragua.
All of our church is praying for you. We hope that our Lord will bring you peace
soon.
Please remember, you are not alone. Our Lord is with you and we are with you.
;We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; ...2 Corinthians 4:8-9

Testimony...

during the war was the messages received from all
over the world from sisters and brothers.

to

]

الق�س الدكتور غ�سان خلف
رئي�س كلية الالهوت المعمدانية العربية،
المن�صورية ،بيروت ،لبنان 2006-8-14

…Nicaragua

قليلة هي البلدان التي لها تاريخ قديم كلبنان
وال تزال تت�أرجح حتى اليوم بين الألم والمجد .ذلك لأن
لبنان كوطن و�شعب ع�شق منذ ن�شوئه قبل �آالف ال�سنين
قيم الحرية والعدالة والتعاون وال�سالم .ومن ي�سير في
درب هذه القيم الإن�سانية والروحية العالية ال بد يعاني
في �سبيل الحفاظ عليها من الطغاة والغا�صبين.
عديدة هي الأ�سباب التي �ساعدت لبنان على
الو�صول الى مقام النجاح وال�شهرة العالمية ويحظى
بكرامة التاريخ .من هذه الأ�سباب جمال الطبيعة بما
فيها من الجبال وال�سهول والبحر والثلوج وغابات الأرز
وال�صنوبر وال�سرو وال�سنديان .ي�ضاف �إليها تكرار ذكرها
في الكتاب المقد�س .فهذا �إ�شعياء النبي ر�أى في جمال
لبنان �صورة الملكوت الآتي فقال �أن مجد لبنان ،ويريد
غاباته وخ�ضاره ومياهه� ،ستغطي القفار الياب�سة
وتحولها الى ب�ساتين غ َّناء .وفي قوله هذا يق�صد �أن

القتلى نحو الألف الجرحى الثالثة الآالف.
ذاق لبنان ك�أ�س �ألم مر لم يذقه �شعب في هذه الفترة
الوجيزة .لذلك و�صفت هذا البلد بالمت�أرجح بين الألم
والمجد.
ونحن كمجتمع م�ؤمن نعي�ش في لبنان،
ونعمل من خالل الم�ؤ�س�سات التربوية على �أ�سا�س
الكتاب المقد�س وروح ي�سوع الم�سيح ،لن نف�شل وي�سيطر
علينا الي�أ�س .ي�سوع الم�سيح ربنا ومخل�صنا مات وقام،
فكذلك نحن ،مهما تدهورت بنا الأحوال� ،سن�ضمد
جراحنا وننه�ض من جديد لن�ساعد �شعبنا ومجتمعنا
على النهو�ض مثلنا ونعيد بناء ما تهدم.
نحن كلنا اليوم م�س�ؤولون عن لبنان بلدنا
الجريح ،وبقوة اهلل ونعمة الم�سيح �سننه�ضه معافى من
جديد ،ليقوم بدوره الفاعل في م�ساعدة �إخوته دول هذه
المنطقة و�شعوبها.
�ساعدونا بال�صالة لموا�صلة الكفاح ف�أنتم
�إخوة لنا وبكم ن�ستمر!

From

لبنان

الأمم الجائعة الى الإنتعا�ش الروحي وتعي�ش في حالة
عط�ش �سترويها مياه الخال�ص المتدفقة من ينابيع
الم�سيح .كذلك حزقيال النبي ر�أى في �شجرة الأرز �صورة
الم�سيح الكوني فو�صفه ب�أرزة عالية وا�سعة الأغ�صان
ت�أتي طيور ال�سماء وتت�آوى في �أغ�صانها ،في �إ�شارة الى
ال�شعوب التي �ستلتجئ الى الم�سيح ليخل�صها ويحميها
تحت �أجنحته.
ومن الأ�سباب التي جعلت للبنان تراثا حيا
ا�شتهر به الت�آلف بين الطوائف الدينية التي يت�ألف منها
مجتمعه .لبنان مجموعة من ال�شعوب ال�صغيرة التي
لج�أت الى جباله على مدى تاريخه لتعي�ش حرة
وتمار�س �شعائر عبادتها دون قيود .ولأن المدر�سة التي
يتعلم فيها المختلفون كيف يعي�شون معا متفقين،
برنامجها التربوي طويل الأمد ،ف�إن اللبنانيين ال
يزالون على مقاعد الدرا�سة ،ولكنهم يتقدمون .وفي
النهاية �سيقدمون للعالم ب�أ�سره ر�سالة ذات قيمة خالدة
وهي � َّأن في الإتحاد والت�ضامن والتعاون والم�شاركة
يوجد محبة و�سالم وازدهار وخير وحياة و�أمن و�سعادة،
والنقي�ض الدمار.
مر لبنان خالل هذا ال�صيف في �شهر من
الحرب المدمرة ق�ضت على بنيته التحتية و�شردت
مليونا من �شعبه و�أوقعت العديد من المجازر فبلغ عدد

Glory

[
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Making A Difference...

A

ll of a sudden on July 12th we
found ourselves in the midst of a
war. We could have chosen to sit
back and mourn the loss of lives one third of whom were children under 12
years of age, the displacement of one fourth
of our population, the devastating destruction of property and infrastructure. Yet, we
rolled up our sleeves and chose to be salt
and light.
Over 1000 displaced people sought refuge
in our Beirut Baptist School and Arab Baptist
Theological Seminary campuses. Moreover,
many others in the vicinity of both these
schools needed our support - as did families
elsewhere in the country that approached us
through churches and church organizations.
The situation led to the formation of Lebanon
Baptist Aid - the relief arm of the Lebanese
Baptist Society including its three main ministries namely the Arab Baptist Theological
Seminary, the Beirut Baptist School and the
Baptist Publication (or Dar Manhal Al Hayat
as it is known in the Arab World)

... Called to be Salt & Light
Our relief intervention was multitracked and included:
Distribution of relief packs (food and
hygiene);
Hygiene and medical care;
Daily activities for children, youth,
women ... at the Beirut Baptist School,
and three displacement centers in the
vicinity of the Arab Baptist Theological
Seminary;
Installation of mobile showers and
toilets;

Though we were not a relief agency, we
could not just stand by and watch our people
suffer. We did not want to lose the blessing.
Nabil Costa

9
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I

t is always a joy to work with the dedicated staff of the Lebanese Baptist Society.
In addition to their regular services, we have recently seen how well they operate
in complex situations. Thank you LSESD for all those who you have helped during
the recent conflict.
My first visit to Lebanon was in 1963 for the 6th Baptist World Youth Conference.
at that time little did I expect that I would be working so closely with Lebanese
Baptists some 43 years later as they seek to serve their people through education
and development. It is a privilege for Baptist World Aid to work with the LSESD.
Paul Montacute | Director - Baptist World Aid
Baptist World Alliance

Testimony...

As Christians and
Baptists, we can't
witness the cruelty of the war in
Lebanon without
rushing to provide aid and support to the displaced
families. “Lebanon Baptist Aid” under the
umbrella of the Lebanese Baptist Society,
is providing relief intervention to more
than 1500 refugees.
However, our primary goal is not only
humanitarian but also spiritual. Jesus'
message on earth was a message of love
and peace and if we don't serve those
people with true love, our ministry is in
vain. During this hard time, the best
question to ask ourselves is “What
Would Jesus Do” amidst this crisis? Our
relief logo that we just adopted for this
ministry answers this question by displaying Christ's hand reaching out for
others and helping them. His love, represented by the cross, distinguishes no
race, ethnic background, religion, or culture. Jesus' love reaches out for all
humanity. And as Mother Teresa of
Calcutta said, “When it's time for God
to judge us, He will not ask, 'How many
good things have you done in your life or
how many diplomas have you received?',
rather He will ask, 'How much LOVE did
you put into what you did?'” May we, as
Christians, always remember the powerful verses in Matthew 25 and apply them
in our current ministry: “I was hungry and
you gave me food to eat. I was naked and
you clothed me. I was homeless and you
took me in. I was sick and you looked
after me.”

T h e Vo i c e

10

Relief
Testimonies...

am delighted to be able to send the
warm greetings of the European Baptist
Federation to our Lebanese Baptist
brothers and sisters. I preached at the
50th Anniversary of the Lebanese Baptist
Convention last November and recalled the
difficult times of the past as well as celebrating the present growth of Baptist life in
Lebanon, and looking to the future with
hope. None of us knew then that just a few
months later Lebanon would erupt in a terrible conflict once more.
I want to assure the Lebanese Baptists that
after the television cameras have left, your
brothers and sisters in Europe and the
Middle East will not cease to pray for you
and will continue to offer you their encouragement and practical support. For 'If one
member suffers, all suffer with it' (1
Corinthians 12:26) and we stand in solidarity
with you in Lebanon as you play your part in
God's mission at this time and in the
rebuilding once again of your beautiful country.
I would also pay tribute to some remarkable
leaders among you in the Convention, the
LSESD and the Arab Baptist Theological
Seminary. During the latest crisis they exercised a wise and responsible leadership
which I believe was truly honouring to God.
To him be the glory!

[

Tony Peck | General Secretary
European Baptist Federation

W

hen the war began our work
changed significantly. We moved
from West Beirut to the mountains, and ultimately to the Arab
Baptist Theological Seminary. It was an
incredible blessing to experience the ministry of our Lebanese brothers and sisters.
We had come to Lebanon to do ministry,
but eventually were on the receiving end.
Earlier in the week our team had visited the
Beirut Baptist School. It was unthinkable
that in less than a week, God would bring
hundreds of Muslims to that campus. Though
sometimes difficult to go them, God, through
the horror of the war, brought them to us.
There is no way to calculate how God may
use the bridges built during those difficult
days to enable an effective witness and harvest among these south Beirut refugees in
the months to come.
There is no doubt in my mind that the Arab
Baptist Theological Seminary is the hub of
ministry to the entire Middle East. Our
prayers and hearts are with you.
Dr. Jimmy D. Pritchard | Senior Pastor
First Baptist Church, Forney, Texas

A

s a donor agency concerned with
seeing God's Kingdom advanced, it
has been a joy to partner with
LSESD in several programmes. It is
good to know that the limited resources
that they have are used wisely for the furtherance of God's work not only in Lebanon,
but in the wider region too.
It has been a great encouragement to contribute to the prison work that LSESD does
and see how people's lives have been
changed through this ministry.
We have been moved by the love and compassion that has been shown by LSESD to
both Christians and Muslims during the
recent conflict. Seeing Christ's love put into
practical action in the giving of shelter, clothing, food and water has been a real challenge
to us all as to the way we should be living
out the gospel.
Gordon McBain
Regional Secretary | MENA
BMS World Mission (UK)

Arabs

and non-Arabs with

hands raised in prayer over
Beirut

]
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W

e are proud of the Baptists in
Lebanon for taking in displaced
families and ministering to
them at the school, seminary
and the Baptist churches.
We are even
prouder to be partnering with the Lebanese
Baptist Society (LSESD) on various relief
efforts to help alleviate the hardships these
families faced during the past few weeks of
war. We look forward to our continued participation and partnership with them through
the Lebanese Society and the Baptist churches to insure that needs are met and the gospel is proclaimed. In the midst of darkness,
we pray that the churches will be a shining
light in a region full of conflict, yet a region
of Hope-- because of Him.
Yours in Christ,
John Brady
Regional Leader, NAME, IMB/ SBC

N

ow is the time for effective Christian
presence which to our Muslim and
Christian friends matters much
more than our preaching.
Please allow me to thank you and congratulate you along with all the family of LSESD
and ABTS for the outstanding witness and
service rendered during the recent war!
Nabil, both you and Elie have shown outstanding leadership, spiritual and moral direction during the conditions of stress and war.
I believe the Baptist family has made a deep
impression both among the Christian and
non-Christian neighbors for its dedicated
service.
Dr. Daniel Chetti | ABTS Faculty Member
Int'l. Ministries of American Baptist Churches

J

ames 4:17 “Anyone, then, who knows
the good he ought to do and
doesn't do it, sins” is our motto at
BBS, and also as BBS Scouts. It is in
alignment with the message of BBS as it
plants the seeds of love and human values
within the community.
Walid Samadi
Head of Parents' Committee at BBS
Association of Lebanese Scouts - Beirut II

T h e Vo i c e
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Mireille Haddad
Relief Team Coordinator

Lebanese Baptist Aid

Testimony...

W

e deeply regret the
tragedies that are
unfolding in Lebanon
and in the larger Middle
East and we continue to pray that
leaders who are able to show the
way to a lasting peace will step forth.
In the meantime, we pray for you
and your people to have the awareness of God's constant love and
presence amid the chaos and war. In
Christ,
Jean and Larry Matthews

Testimony...

Testimony...

A

t the beginning, we didn't
know how to approach the
displaced families as most
of them came from a different religious background that we
knew very little about. Yet, the process was much easier than we
thought. Relationships were built and
our initial fear was replaced by
attachments that made saying farewell, as they prepared to go back
home, a very difficult and emotional
process for them and us.

What a joy it is to
see the many ways
that God is at work
around the world!
He continues to fulfill the promises made to the fathers
thousands of years ago (Romans
15:8), and we have the privilege of
being a part of them.
As followers of Christ we have a
treasure in God and His Kingdom
(Matthew 13:44). The good news is
that this treasure is not limited to
certain peoples - it is for ALL peoples - from every language, people
group and nation. In Christar our joy
is to communicate through our lives,
our professions and skills, and our
words the unsurpassed value of the
treasure of God, His love and the
great joy that comes from being forgiven of our sins against Him. We
communicate this by meeting the
needs of others and through day-today relationships!

In Christar our passion is to see churches established among peoples who have
never had one in their own language, culture or proximity. With over seventy
years of history of ministry from the
Middle East to East Asia, we rejoice at
what God has done in using His servants
to live out and proclaim His love to
those who have never heard before.
As we look to the future we will continue
to go to those peoples who have never
heard of God's love for them. We see a
beautiful change in the process though. In
numerous areas where churches have been
established, God is raising up workers with
whom we may work. We count it a privilege to work alongside God's people from
Asia, the Pacific Rim, South Asia and the
Middle East, to proclaim His glory among
the nations!
Steve Coffey | President
Christar
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H ungarian A bassador

Relief

Peter Medgyes

M essage

from the

I have been the ambassador of Hungary in
Damascus for exactly one year. Before the
war broke out last July, I had often crossed
the Syrian border to visit the neighbouring
country. I had been invariably impressed not
only by the fantastic sights Lebanon offers,
but also by the joie de vivre characteristic of
Lebanese people.
During the tragic weeks of July and August, I
realised that this love of life, a rare trait I
can only envy, was deeply entrenched in the
psyhe of the descendants of ancient
Phoenicians. I had the opportunity to
befriend at my residence in Damascus about
a hundred refugees, most of them being
Lebanese-Hungarian binationals. Not a single
one of them, let it be adult, adolescent or
child, projected the horrors of the war their composure truly boggled the mind.

Hungarian Baptist Aid's Medical Team examining a child at the Beirut Baptist School

I hope my colleagues at the Hungarian
Embassy in Beirut will not resent my admitting that this past summer I felt a bit like an
ambassador physically operating from
Damascus but spiritually present in Beirut as
well. And now that the darkest clouds have
passed by, I can hardly wait to meet my new
friends in peaceful Lebanon.
Peter Medgyes | Ambassador
Hungarian Embassy - Damascus (Syria)

Dr. & Mrs Medgyes receiving a Lebanese souvenir
from the group

T h e Vo i c e

14

Relief
L
e
b
a
n
o

H

u

n

g

a

r y

n
A team of 20 children invited to Hungary by HBAID

you
[ T hank
for your timely response

Examining an elderly refugee at a Displacement
Center in Mansourieh El Maten

]

Nabil Costa and Peter Lazar the Hungarian Consul
in Lebanon (first from the left) receiving a medical
shipment from HBAID

Hungarian Baptist Aid (HBAID)

Responds

within 48 hrs

HBAID Medical Team with Nabil Costa and the
Lebanese flag prior to leaving Lebanon

HBAID Medical Team and Nabil Costa with the
Mayor of Mansourieh Municipality William Khoury
and his Deputy Aziz Nehme
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Other Regional
Relief Projects…

Beyond Conflict
Lebanon Relief & Development
T r i p to S o u t h L e b a n o n

.. .S UDA N
In coordination with ABTS alumni in Sudan,
and through support from European and
North American Baptists the Lebanese
Baptist Society implemented a relief project
in Sudan in December 2006. This project
included:

With the cease-fire that came in to
effect on August 14th and the consequent return of the displaced,

Other Regional
Relief Projects…

new emergent needs surfaced.
With these in mind it became vital
that the Lebanese Baptist Aid pursues its relief operations yet under
a different format.

. . . I R AQ
Since the removal of the blockade in 2004
and to-date, Dar Manhal Al-Hayat Iraq has
implemented several relief (food and/or

Distribution of Food Supplements

clothes) projects in Baghdad and Northern
Iraq. This was made possible through the
support of Baptist friends and partners.

Food Distribution
Clothes

Blankets too

Mireille Haddad, Nabil & Charles Costa arriving
in Marjeyoun Village on the border of Israel with
pastor Najib Khoury.

Following a needs assessment visit
to South Lebanon, a team representing Lebanese Baptist Aid along
with several European and North
American partners came up with a
Christian community development
project that will empower the local
church and strengthen Christian
presence both in South Lebanon
and the Bekaa Valley.
This project which focuses mainly
on water and electricity networks
is characterized by being of a public benefit, inclusive of the various
communities in the addressed villages and towns (Christians &
Muslims). On a complementary
track, a long-term strategy is being
put in place for the empowerment
of Christian ministry in the respective areas.
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Youth Ministry
“Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for
the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.” (1Timothy 4:12)
No doubt this verse is loved and memorized by many youth and youth leaders as a source of encouragement and motivation. It's been said, “A church
on fire for God's kingdom has youth on fire too”! This shows the significant
role youth can play in empowering their local churches and activating their
ministry. However, if the youth do not feel a sense of belonging to their
“mother” church and the need to use their potentials for its growth, the
church will soon wilt in the absence of youthful vitality.

Lebanese Baptist Society

M e s s ag e

from the

B a p t i s t Yo u t h M i n i s t e r

Sponsored by German Baptist Union

Our Lebanese Baptist Society has realized the need to mobilize the Christian
youth in Lebanon. We started, by God's grace, and the support of the German Baptist Union
a new Baptist Youth Ministry under the umbrella of the Lebanese Baptist Convention, and the
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary. The goal of this “new born” ministry is to boost and support the Christian youth so that in return they serve and strengthen their local churches.
The Baptist Youth Ministry aims to serve all Baptist churches in Lebanon (28 churches) and
share that vision with the pastors and youth leaders so they too may adopt it and work hand
in hand for the youths’ spiritual and social well being. We have targeted by now 11 Baptist
churches and are still working to reach the others.
In the meantime, the German Baptist Union and the Children and Youth Committee of the
European Baptist Federation have been instrumental in exposing Lebanese and Arab youth to
their European peers. There is much room for growth in the sharing of experiences and in
exposure to similar youth-related issues from diverse cultural perspectives.
One of the focal events for this ministry was the Baptist Youth leaders' summer retreat with the collaboration of the Jordanian Baptist Convention. This
event was delayed due to the war situation that befell Lebanon in JuneAugust 2006. God willing, we will proceed with our activities once the war is
over. We praise the Lord for our youth who were effective in their ministry
with the refugees and displaced people; they offered a helping hand to the
children and organized spiritual entertainment activities. They planted the
seed and God will grow it!

Post-war children’s camp (September 2006)

In conclusion, without the Lord's blessing our ministry will be in vain. We
need your prayers for there are many challenges ahead of us. Our greatest
challenge is for the youth to see us as role models of love, honesty, and righteousness. They need to see the practical Christianity and not just a theoretical faith! We pray that this new ministry helps the youth leaders spiritually and socially so
that they implement what they learn at their churches and revive their youth meetings. In
this way, the youth will truly experience the power and privileges of the above mentioned
verse!
Rev. Joseph Kazzi
Baptist Youth Minister
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This past year was a significant year in the life of ABTS.
We had just finished a major
renovation of our campus;
the political climate had
changed, so that it became
easier to get residence permits for our foreign students; we were preparing to
launch new programs with a
new vision for our ministry;
our strategic value for our
entire region was becoming more evident;
and we were convinced that God was pre-

Arab Baptist Theological Seminary

M e s s ag e

from the

P r ovo s t

Arab Baptist Theological Seminary

Our vision at ABTS is to see
God glorified, people reconciled,
and communities restored in
the Arab world
paring us for a major growth spurt. We had
started a new page at ABTS, the renovation
phase had ended and now we were transitioning into the relaunching phase.

It

became

away that

evident

us for the next phase. Instead of going into
hiding or operating in survival mode, we
found ourselves going on the offensive. God
was leading us in breaking new grounds in
ministry. Never before had our ministry
been so practical, so holistic, and so spiritual.
We learned very valuable lessons during this
war - lessons learned in war-time to be
remembered and applied in peace-time. In
other words, God confirmed to us the need
to move ahead with His plans as we
understand them, and the war served to give
us greater resolve to do that and opened
our eyes to new opportunities to do so
holistically.

right

God wanted to

use these times of excessive
trials to better prepare
us for the next phase.

Suddenly, the war started. Wars tend to
change plans, especially wars as devastating
as the one we just had. We began to ask
some tough questions. Does this mean that
we're back to operating in survival mode?
Did we misunderstand God's plans? Were
we deluded in thinking that we can play a
strategic role in our region? Is the relaunching phase of our ministry over before it
actually started?
Our questions were answered right from
the outset of the war. It became evident
right away that God wanted to use these
times of excessive trials to better prepare

Our Vision
Our vision at ABTS is to see God glorified,
people reconciled, and communities restored
in the Arab world. This is a huge vision that
takes the whole body of Christ working
together to accomplish. We see our role as a
seminary within this big vision is to serve
the Church as it realizes its Biblical mandate
by offering specialized resources and equipping faithful men and women for effective
service. In other words, we exist to serve
the Church, which exists to serve the world.
We want to move from being reactive to
the traditional needs of the Church to taking a more proactive role, a prophetic role,
in leading and preparing the Church to live
>>>
out its raison d'être.
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ABTS

has a big role to play locally. It's not enough

anymore to equip leaders for the

Church. In

Lebanon

we

to

reach

for

Christ

order

need

to

prepare

Christian

leaders for the
world.

<<<
The traditional role of our churches has
been mostly limited to pastoral care. They
have done a good job in congregational care,
and our seminary has done a good job in
training pastors for such care. However, it
will take a different kind of Church to be
able to see God glorified, people reconciled,
and communities restored in the Arab world.
It takes a missional Church; a Church that is
primarily concerned for the world; a Church
committed to the Great Commission, bound
by the great commandments, dedicated to
engaging its culture with the good news of
the Gospel, and devoted to living out
Kingdom values in its community; a Church
whose every member views himself or herself as a missionary sent out to the world to
redeem it; a Church that sees itself as an
agent of hope and reconciliation in a hopeless and troubled world. Consequently, it
takes a different kind of seminary to equip
leaders for this type of Church.
Our Programs
We are still maintaining our core program
that's designed for training pastors and
church leaders. Hundreds of leaders from
around the Middle East and North Africa
have graduated from our program and have
become pastors, church planters, evangelists,
and Christian workers with an effective and
vibrant witness in their respective communities. But even with this successful program
we have been introducing major changes. We
have started to think differently about the
way we prepare our students. We are now
intentional about having ABC objectives for
every course we offer and every activity our

students get involved in. ABC stands for
Affective, Behavioral, and Cognitive. We are
interested in the spiritual formation of the
students, in having them acquire new skills in
ministry, as well as in the theoretical and
informational aspect of their education. The
objective of our program is not only information but more importantly formation.
In addition to our core program, we are
designing a new CTM program (Certificate
of Training in Ministry). This program is
designed for lay leaders in the Church such
as youth workers, Sunday school teachers,
leaders of children ministries, leaders of
women ministries, worship leaders, and others. This program is delivered in a modular
format to make it accessible to students that
work and minister full-time. We plan to start
offering this program early next year.
Our next challenge is to develop a program
that equips Christian leaders for the workplace. This will become our missional program where students will get a better sense
of their vocation and calling, and where they
will learn to understand their culture in
order to make the message of the Gospel
relevant to the people. This will be the most
important program in training the masses to
impact our region for Christ. We are paving
the way to this program by holding seminars,
lectures, and other activities that aim to challenge our church communities with missional
characteristics and practices.
A very important part of our ministry is the
Institute of Middle East Studies (IMES). The
ministries of IMES are described later in this
issue of The Voice. We are also working on
various new programs under this Institute to
fulfill its mission of bringing about positive

transformation in thinking and practice
between Christians and Muslims in the
Middle East and the West.
We are more and more convinced, especially
after this last war, that we have a very important role to play in educating the world on
the realities of the Middle East, Islam, and
Christian-Muslim relations. Our flagship event
of the year, the Middle East Conference (held
during the third week of June each year), is
already doing an amazing job of promoting
understanding of Islam and encouraging dialogue between Christians and Muslims.
Our Role
ABTS has a big role to play locally. It's not
enough anymore to equip leaders for the
Church. In order to reach Lebanon for
Christ we need to prepare Christian leaders
for the world.
While doing that, and as we learned during
the war, we want to go out of our comfort
areas - religious, geographical, and cultural to reach and serve the unreached, and in the
process we want to mobilize the Church to
participate as well. Moreover, ABTS is becoming an acknowledged center of formation for
Evangelicals, with our diverse programs, our
esteemed faculty, our community programs,
and our growing library.
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Testimony...

However, the role of ABTS is not only local.
We have a significant regional role to play.
Lebanon is the only Arab country where it
is legal for students from a Muslim background to enroll in a Christian seminary. A
good portion of our students come from a
Muslim background, and this is increasing
every year. Moreover, with Lebanon's openness to the West - linguistically and culturally
- and being an Arab country, Lebanon is a
strategic gateway to the Arab world. By the
same token, ABTS is also a strategic gateway
to the Arab and Muslim worlds. With our
relations with the West, we stand to benefit
from their experience, training, and resources. And being part of the Arab world, we
have the ability to deliver to our region what
we learn from the West in a context-sensitive and culturally relevant way.
In addition, ABTS has a global role to play.
As the recent war has showed us, the
majority of Westerners are misinformed
about the realities of Islam and the Middle
East. We have an educational role to play
globally. Interested leaders or students from
the West can come here and learn within an
Arabic context. They can attend the Middle
East Conference, learn Arabic at our language school, get involved in ministry
through our partnership programs, or study
here in a semester-abroad program. We are
also working on ways to bring this education to the West through lectures, seminars,
and conferences.
O u r C h a ll e n g e
We thought at the start of the war that our
next challenge would be survival. It turns
out that our next challenge will be managing

our growth. God is challenging us with an
enormous responsibility, and our time might
be limited. The whole area is unstable politically. We don't know what the future brings.
What we do know is that we have an awesome window of opportunity to make a difference. Yet, we cannot do it alone. God has
blessed us with many partners that have
made our ministry possible. We continue to
rely on them as we seek to understand and
be obedient to God's mandate for us.
Elie Haddad | Provost
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary

Subscribe to ABTS' Periodic
E-Newsletter please contact:
Information@abtslebanon.org

C

BM has - as one of its strategic
drivers - a focus on Grassroots
Transformational Leadership
Development and we have
been able to live that strategic priority
out with our Lebanese Baptist brothers and sisters. Our partnership with
ABTS through the Haddads expresses
our desire to create mutual enriching
partnerships in which we share and
learn together. Nowhere has that been
more true than in this time. Our
mutuality of partnership has been
most recently tested during the dreadful and chaotic violence of the last
months. We have been taught and have
learned at the feet of our brothers
and sisters in the Lebanese Baptist
church.
We have seen a glimpse of the kingdom
over this last month through their courageous and compassionate responses- giving shelter to the vulnerable and powerless and fulfilling Christ's command to
feed the hungry. We have witnessed a servanthood given simply because of obvious
need and marveled at the courageous
leadership of the Baptists of Lebanon.
These leaders have called forth new
thinking about the issues in the Middle
East and encouraged a people to live out
their call to be Christ-like in their
response to those around them in need.
We as Canadian Baptists are honoured to
be in partnership together.
May God be with us all,
Gary V. Nelson | General Secretary
Canadian Baptist Ministries
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GLIMPSES FROM ABTS
Discipleship class

We thought

at the start of

the war that our next cha
lenge would be survival.
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Middle East Conference III
Waging
Peace from East to West (June 2006)
The recent events in our country have taken us back in memory to the war period (1975-1990). Destruction comes easy yet it takes much
time and effort to rebuild.
Observing the international media's coverage of the horrific events that befell our country has further confirmed in our minds the value of
the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary's serious endeavors to create better understanding between East and West. Amongst these are
the annual Middle East Conferences organized by ABTS' Institute of Middle East Studies. These bring together Christians - Arabs and
non-Arabs - who seek a better understanding of Islam. A different focus is offered every year: from The World of Islam in 2004 and Bridges to
Islam in 2005, to Waging Peace from East to West in 2006.
These conferences include an evening “Forum Towards Better
Understanding” where Muslim and Christian religious and lay leaders are invited to share their respective faith views of certain topics.
The Arab Baptist Theological Seminary's
Institute of Middle East Studies (IMES) is
a research and resource center with a
vision to bring about positive transformation in thinking and practice between
Christians and Muslims in the Middle
East and the West.
IMES is responding to the increasingly urgent
need to dispel mutually-false perceptions
between peoples of different religions and
cultures, which eventually result in inadequate practice in social, religious, political,
and personal spheres.
The mission of IMES is to increase general
awareness about Middle East realities and to
resource Evangelicals to serve specific needs
in the Arab World and among Arab communities worldwide. As such, IMES is geared
towards community and religious workers
active among Arab communities, leaders of
Christian organizations, theology students,
Christian instructors and researchers … the
wider Christian community in the Middle
East and the West.
IMES seeks to fulfill its mission by offering
first hand exposure, and study and research
opportunities in an Arab Middle-Eastern

context. It promotes and initiates the development of contextually-appropriate resources
that inspire transformed practice.
The following programmes constitute the
principal activities of IMES, designed to fulfill
its mission:
An Annual Middle East Conference
(MEC)
World Reputed
Lecturers

Evangelical

Specialist

Islam, Middle Eastern Christianity &
Dialogical Focus
Special Scholarly & Clerical Muslim
Guests
Geared towards Students, Religious
Workers & Wider Public
Bringing Together East and West.

Summer Internships
The IMES is organizing annually a Summer
Internship program, 3-9 weeks in length
(usually throughout June and July), in partnership with other local organizations.
The Program comprises several cycles of
(1) Arabic Language & Culture Study, (2)
Practical Interaction with peoples of the
Middle East with regular debrief sessions,
and (3) it will generally incorporate the
annual Middle East Conference.
Participants will be able to join the program at 2 or 3 different starting points in a
cycle within the 3-9 week period, starting
with Arabic Language & Culture.
This program is ideally suited for college
or seminary students and other study
groups from across the world.
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Testimonies...

T

his is the second
year in a row that I
attend the Middle
East
Conference
and they are very encouraging and impacting in my life
partly because I teach in the area of Islam and
Christian relations and the conference just
answered questions which my students and I
ask. I've enjoyed the lectures and topics that
have been contemporary and meeting the
needs we're discussing in East Africa. Thank
you very much and I'll always cherish being
part of the church here. We'll be praying for
the extension of God's kingdom and for
ABTS for what it's doing in this part of the
world.
Stephen Sesi
African Inland Church - Kenya

I

now have a different
perspective that will
help me build bridges
with our fellow
Muslims. I invite everyone to
come to such conferences.

Fady Khairallah | Director
Middle Eastern Lutheran
Lebanon

Ministry

-

N

o amount of
studying and reading that I've been
doing these years
could have prepared me for
the richness of the religious
experience I had in this conference.
Edmond Spence | Mission Team
Grace Chapel, Massachusetts, USA

I

wasn't sure what to
expect when I came to
Lebanon but after
attending the Middle
East Conference I'll go home
and not see God the same
way because of what I've experienced here.
When we met the Shiites and spoke with
them, it was like walls were coming down!
I'll never forget ABTS and MEC III especially
that we felt embraced by all of the staff.
Claire Peveril
Acadia Divinity College, Canada
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the centuries, Christianity's coexisting history
Hindrances that prevent Throughout
with Islam has been a very turbulent and sometimes violent
one. The initial spread of Islam across North Africa, most of
Christian-Muslim Dialogue the Middle East and into parts of southern Europe was one
violent period, the years of the Crusades was another. Such
periods of violence produced reactions of resentment, antagonism and hatred that our respective communities are still experiencing to this
day. But today, as Christians and believers in Jesus Christ, we are seeking to engage with Muslims in ways that are meaningful and constructive. Our goal is to build bridges of understanding with them so that we can rise above the violence of the past, enable our communities to
live together in peace, and be living testimonies of “true” Christianity!
In today's polarized world, there are many hindrances to meaningful Christian-Muslim dialogue. One hindrance that we as Christians
must be aware of is prejudice. One of the most powerful examples of this is the book of Jonah, and the deep-seated prejudice that Jonah had
towards the Ninevites. Most of us, if we are honest, will recognize areas of our life in which we still harbor prejudice, and often much of it is
toward Muslims. The most effective way to rise above prejudice is to reach out and build genuine relationships that enable us to see them as
God sees them - human beings created in the image of God.
A second hindrance that we, followers of Jesus Christ, must overcome is fear - fear of the unknown, fear of failure, fear of being misunderstood, and sometimes even fear of success! Far too often we fear that which we don't know. Christians dread Muslims because they
don't know them. However, when Christians seek ways to know more about Muslims as individual people, their faith, their culture, their
deepest aspirations, when we engage in meaningful dialogue with them, many walls will come down and our fears will diminish.
Another barrier is our lack of understanding of God's vision for us as His people. We tend to be self centered and focus on ourselves,
our family, our church, our community, our country. But God's vision is so much greater. The prophet Isaiah had to challenge God's people in
Isaiah 49:6 to embrace God's vision, which was a global vision encompassing all peoples. Far too often as Christians, we operate out of a
vision that is substantially less than the vision God has given to us as His church.
Fourth, we often underestimate the resources that God will make available to us for doing His work. We so easily get fixated on what
we think we lack, rather than seeing what God has provided for us. Moreover, we start giving excuses for our ministry's shortages. We forget
that God is the Father and the Lord of all and He can bless the 5 loaves and 2 fish! Attending MEC III, for instance, is a tremendous resource
in itself that will change our perspectives regarding Islam and will help us better communicate God's amazing love to the Muslims that we
reach out to.
Let us as Christians sow seeds of understanding, love, respect and peace with our Muslim neighbors. And let us prayerfully watch as
God, in His time, reaps a harvest for His Kingdom.
Blair Clark | Canadian Baptist Ministries

O

ne of the highlights of this
conference was
spending time
with the Shiite community
and talking openly about
our common things rather than pointing out
our differences. I now have better understanding of the world we live in and from
there we can break down barriers and stereotypes that affect our ministry. ABTS is
doing a fantastic job in educating people
from all over the world so we can all look
forward to peaceful solutions.
Arthur Brown
BMS World Mission (UK)

T

his conference is one of the milestones in my life that will help me
minister more effectively when I go
back to the States. After attending
MEC III, I have grown in my appreciation of
ministry that goes on with Muslims in this
part of the world. There were some things
that I was blown away by. It took away the
fear I had that Muslims were my enemies.
And when you stop to think about it, it's
with people like them, who are truly seeking
God, whom you can have good dialogue with.
It was a great experience to meet with
them.
David Baldwin | Ministry Pastor
Life Point Church, USA
Board Member, Middle East Bible Outreach

U

nderstanding the
theological basis
of Islam and its
history in this
conference have been helpful. It didn't make relating to
Muslims easier but showed the complexity
with which we need to approach ministry
to Muslims.
Blair Clark
Canadian Baptist Ministries
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IMES Project in Progress:

Phase I:
German-sponsored Collection

“Understanding the Middle
East from the Inside Out”

IMES is translating into Arabic the following seven German volumes written
by the German author Adolf Pohl:
Commentary on Galatians
Commentary on Romans
Commentary on the Gospel of Mark
Commentary on Revelations (part 1)
Commentary on Revelations (part 2)
How to prepare a sermon
Astonished that God speaks
Dr. Paul Sanders, ABTS' Director for Institutional Development introducing the Arabic Speakers at

This German-sponsored endeavor is part
of a larger project that addresses the dire
need for theological books and references
in the Arabic language and covers the
translation of around 60 books - theological textbooks, commentaries … - over
several years.
This means that not only will theology
students throughout the region have the
advantage of good resource material, but
the project will also lay the necessary
intellectual, linguistic and technical foundations that will guarantee that the Arab
Evangelical church moves to the longawaited second stage of its growth, namely indigenous reflection and writing in the
Arab World and for the Arab World.

the Symposium

Symposium organized by
Samford University and The Alabama Baptist
With the purpose of creating knowledge and understanding about Islam and Christian-Muslim
relations in the Middle East, Samford University (Alabama) and the newspaper The
Alabama Baptist organized a one-day symposium in April 2006 under the theme
“Understanding the Middle East from the Inside Out”.
The Speakers, insiders from the Middle East region, were Nabil Costa, the Executive Director
of the Lebanese Baptist Society, Dr. Martin Accad, the Academic Dean of the Arab Baptist
Theological Seminary and the Director of ABTS' Institute of Middle East Studies, Dr. Wadi
D. Haddad, the founding President of Knowledge Enterprise, an international education consulting firm, and a former Director and Deputy Secretary of the World Bank and a former
national security and policy affairs advisor to the President of Lebanon,
Suha Shahin,
Principal of Baptist School - Amman (Jordan).
While Drs. Haddad and Accad tackled respectively the political dynamics and Christian-Muslim
relations in the region, Nabil Costa and Suha Shahin spoke about Making a Difference in the
Middle East giving examples and illustrations from their respective ministries in the region.

Sponsor a Book?
For more information on
Contact: IMES@abtslebanon.org

The audience of over 120 church and community leaders from Alabama and neighboring
states seized this opportunity to interact with the speakers seeking more information directly
from the source.
Amongst the audience was Mr. Sam Moore, Chairman of Thomas Nelson Publishers as well
as the Middle East Bible Outreach - a ministry which, as the name suggests, focuses on our
region. Mr. Moore highlighted the need for sensitivity and better understanding of the context so as not to negatively affect Arab Christians.
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Academy of Languages and
Practical Skills

ABTS' Academy of Languages and Practical
Skills (ALPS) teaches the Arabic language to
those seeking to be better communicators
in the context of their work among Arab communities in the Arab World and worldwide.
ALPS has a special focus on the Levantine dialect of Lebanon, but its teachers are also qualified to teach Modern Standard Arabic to students of the Middle East and Islam. ALPS students have attained conversational proficiency within one year.
The METHOD, carefully developed by specialists in linguistics, is designed to introduce students to Arabic culture and business life, through the study of language.

Our
C O M M U N I C AT E I N A R A B I C

intention is:

To help the student communicate effectively in
Arabic in a year's time.
To build bridges between the cultures of our students and
native Lebanese.

To enable overseas students and guests to integrate well
and feel at home in Lebanon.

Looking at Learning the Arabic
Language and Culture in a
Eastern
Context?
Middle
Contact: ALPS@abtslebanon.org

T h e Vo i c e
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B e y o n d C o n f l i ct
P r i n c i pa l

Beirut Baptist School

Ninety-two percent of its student body of 1200 Kindergarten-Grade 12
come from a non-Christian background. Academic excellence is the incentive that stands out in the eyes of the parents despite BBS' spiritual track
with its dynamic, creative, and challenging approaches leading to vibrant
discussions.
Beirut Baptist School

M e s s ag e

from the

It has been 50 years since the Beirut Baptist School (BBS) was founded in
Mousaitbeh, a densely populated part of Beirut. Since then, BBS has never
ceased to leave transformational impressions on the students and community.

Yet today, BBS faces a serious challenge. The recent 34-day war left its toll
on one and all resulting in the displacement of more than one fourth of
the Lebanese population, mainly those in South Lebanon and the Southern suburbs of Beirut.
BBS records reveal that a good percentage of our students come from Beirut - with more
than 30% from the Dahieh area - i.e. the Southern suburb of Beirut, which is less than two
miles from the Beirut Baptist School. These are amongst the disadvantaged in our country
today.
Moreover, an even larger spectrum of people have as a result of the war lost their source of
income and have now become dependent on relief agencies who strive to cover the enormously increasing and still emergent needs in the country. These make up yet another large
number of BBS students.
On the one hand, now is the time to lend a supporting hand to the families of BBS students
who at one time took a decision - against all odds - to enroll their children in a Christian
school.
The right thing to do is to take these students in despite their financial limitations. As a matter of fact, that is what prompted us in the recent war to open BBS doors offering shelter to
over 700 displaced people - all non-Christian - providing them with a multi-track relief that
covers food, hygiene, medical care, in addition to focused interventions for children, youth,
and women.
Yet on the other hand, tuition fees are the only source of income for the School. In other
words, while attempting to be there for its financially and socially struggling student body, BBS,
and for the first time in its history, will need support to meet its costs and sustain its very vital
ministry.
Many of you have heard and maybe prayed for the BBS in the past. You have recognized that
we have an outstanding and unique opportunity for Christian witness that is not found in
other places in the Middle East. We have seen this school reach many with the Gospel and
we intend to continue this work. This year we need your help. We pray that you will commit
to supporting the BBS and to providing an opportunity for a Lebanese boy or girl to receive
an education and to hear the Word of God.
Paul Oueis | Principal
Beirut Baptist School
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GLIMPSES FROM BBS
?
Sponsor a BBS Student

For more information please cotact:
principal@bbslebanon.org

T h e Vo i c e
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P u b l i s h i n g M a n ag e r

Dar Manhal Al Hayat

New opportunities are opening up before us
and we're currently pursuing the possibility
of establishing a bookstore in Baghdad (Iraq)
and another in Beirut (Lebanon). One reason is the strikingly high demand for spiritual
books observed in book exhibitions held in
each of the countries. Surprisingly, the
demand is higher amongst non-Evangelical
youth. It looks as though the reading
“drought” may be over, not to mention the
current appeal from Christians and nonChristians alike for reference books and
commentaries.

Dar Manhal Al Hayat

M e s s ag e

from the

With God's Kingdom in
mind, we are moving
forward
with
our
ministry in the Arab
World making Arabiclanguage
Christian
resources available and
accessible. We have a
Message to communicate,
and by God's grace it is
often literature that has
reached areas where no
Christian has yet set foot.

The Harvest is Plentiful YET
Resources are Few
Take Part in the Expansion
the Arab World

of

the

Christian Resources

in

Average Cost of Translating and Publishing (3000 copies) a
Title in the Arabic Language is US$ 13,000

Moreover, and in response to the market
needs, we are expanding and diversifying our
translation track, looking into possible delivery systems that will render these resources
more accessible to the wider Arab public.
The recent 34-day war was yet another eyeopener for us at Dar Manhal Al Hayat. As
our team interacted with the displaced families who came mainly from non-Christian
backgrounds, we immediately saw another
open door: context-relevant Christian
resources that are developed within the
Arab World and that speak to the hearts,
minds and culture of our fellow, non-Christian, Arabs.
Indeed, there is a plentiful harvest in the
Arab World and even fewer Arabic language
resources to meet the needs of the various
people and age groups.
In Sudan, we continue to make Picture Bibles
and our Faith & Life curriculum available to
Sunday schools.
In Iraq, Dar Manhal Al Hayat perseveres in
its ministry despite security challenges. The
demand for Christian books, tapes, and
Picture Bibles is tremendous and much more
than we are able to ship from Lebanon.
We carry about our ministry with transformation in mind. We get glimpses from here
and there of the fruit of Dar Manhal Al
Hayat's ministry. All glory goes to God! We
do our very best and trust Him for the rest.
Sawsan Tannoury | Publishing Manager
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Recent Releases

in Arabic language include:

Dar Manhal Al Hayat is a registered member in the Evangelical
Christian Publisher's Association (ECPA). For More information Contact: Information@bplebanon.org

The Gift of Forgiveness, by Dr. Charles F. Stanley
How to Handle Adversity, by Dr. Charles F. Stanley
Grace Awakening, by Dr. Charles R. Swindoll
Simple Faith, by Dr. Charles R. Swindoll
Your Quest for God, by Dr. Richard A. Bennett
Food for Faith, by Dr. Richard A. Bennett
The Effective Prayer Life, by Chuck Smith

Titles

in

Progress

include:

Getting Through the Tough Stuff, by Dr. Charles R. Swindoll
Growing Deep in Christian Life, by Dr. Charles R. Swindoll
God's Business, by Myron Rush
Management: Biblical Approach, by Myron Rush
The Servant Leader, by Dr. Ken Blanchard & Phil Rogers
Lead Like Jesus (Study Guide), by Dr. Ken Blanchard & Phil Rogers
Lead Like Jesus (Leader's Guide), by Dr. Ken Blanchard & Phil Rogers

Testimony...

Thank you for the invitation to visit
Dar Manhal Al Hayat last January to
help train Sawsan Tannoury, the new
Publishing Manager. I was very
impressed in seeing the ample office
space the publishing house has, and
meeting the capable staff while I was
there.

To subscribe to Dar Manhal Al Hayat's
Periodic E-Newsletter please contact:
Information@bplebanon.org

Dar Manhal Al Hayat has a rich history
of publishing Christian books for many
years. It has published many important
books during these years to help
Christians grow in their faith.
Dar Manhal Al Hayat is very strategically
located in Lebanon to publish God's Word
in Arabic for the entire Middle East, one of
the areas of the world, besides China, that
will be the focus of world events in coming
years.
The printed page multiplies the ministry of
the individual, and I believe the potential
impact the staff at the publishing house can
have in the Middle East is enormous.
Peter Cunliffe | President
Christian World Publishers

Dar Manhal Al Hayat
IÉ`«`ë`dG π`¡`æ`e QGO
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We

h av e a

Dream

“Samford Institute” and “Samford House” in Lebanon
A new venture that brings together
					
Samford University
							
& Lebanese Baptist Society

To provide high quality education to
youth and adults in an environment
characterized by Christian evangelical
principles and values of intellectual and
spiritual exploration, caring for and
developing God's creation, human
dignity, individual and societal peace,
tolerance,
non-discrimination,
responsible citizenship, workplace
ethics, and lifelong learning.

A Lebanese Evangelical University

On April 20th, 2006, the Samford
University Board approved a project
presented by Dr. Thomas Corts for the
establishment of a Samford House and
a Samford Institute - Schools of
Business and Education in Lebanon in
partnership with the Lebanese Baptist
Society.
The Samford House is directly related
to a student exchange program
between Samford University and the
Society and involves short and longterm exposure of the University's faculty and students to the Middle East
context.

Dr. Thomas Corts (former President of Samford University)
and Dr. Andrew Westmoreland (Samford's new President)
each carrying a Cedar-souvenir from the Lebanese Baptist
Society and surrounded from the left by Mr. Sam Moore and
Dr. Wadi Haddad, and from the right by Mr. Nabil Costa and
Dr. Paul Sanders.
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difference
Middle East Bible Outreach

is an ambassador for the Lebanese Baptist ministries, building bridges of communication with
the Middle East North Africa region, creating awareness, and inviting synergies that foster
transformational development and church empowerment.
MEBO is a non-profit 501 (c ) 3 corporation and can issue a tax deductible receipt in return
for contributions.
Mailing Address:

E-mail Address:
Telephone:
Web Address:

12850 Highway 9,
Suite 600, PMB 374
Alpharetta, GA 30004,
USA
tnordine@mebo.org
mbailey@mebo.org
(678)339-0296
www.mebo.org

Arab
Baptist
Theological Seminary

Dar Manhal Al Hayat
Beirut Baptist School
We have a tremendous opportunity at Beirut
Baptist School: We touch lives throughout
the year:
Make a Difference in the life of a child
Sponsor a student at BBS
US$ 2000

Help Expand Christian Resources and their
availability in the Arab World:
1. Sponsor a book (translation and production);

To contribute towards the equipping of
leaders in the Arab World, you can:
a. Join the “Friends of ABTS” and contribute
periodically towards ABTS ministry;
b. Sponsor an ABTS Student:
a. Full-time Resident US$ 9,500
b. Full-time Non-Resident US$ 4,500
c. Part-time Non-Resident US$ 1,500

2. Help establish a Christian bookstore in
Lebanon;
3. Help establish a Christian bookstore in
Iraq:

Annual Middle East
Conference
ABTS seeks to create understanding that
will stimulate the growth of the Church in
the Arab world.
US$ 750 Will Allow a Christian Arab
Worker to attend this event.

LSESD
Lebanese Baptist Society
Mailing Address P.O.Box 165, Mansourieh el Maten
Telephone +961 (4) 401922
Email information@Lsesd.org

BBS
Beirut Baptist School
Mailing Address P.O. Box 11-2026, Beirut, Lebanon
Telephone +961(1) 303 360 - 818 474
Fax +961(1)306 579
Email principal@bbslebanon.org
Website www.bbslebanon.org

Dar Manhal Al Hayat
Baptist Publications
Mailing Address P.O.Box 165, Mansourieh El Maten, Lebanon
Telephone: +961 (4) 400250 - 401922
Fax: +961 (4) 532481
Email information@bplebanon.org

ABTS
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary
Mailing Address P.O.Box 60, Mansourieh el Maten
Telephone +961 (4) 400250
Fax +961 (4) 532481
Email information@abtslebanon.org
Website www.abtslebanon.org

IMES
Institute of Middle East Studies
Mailing Address P.O.Box 60, Mansourieh el Maten
Telephone +961 (4) 400250 (Ext.246)
Fax +961 (4) 532481
Email IMES@abtslebanon.org

ALPS
The Academy of Languages & Practical Skills
Mailing Address P.O.Box 60, Mansourieh el Maten
Telephone +961 (1) 755025
Email ALPS@abtslebanon.org

MEBO
Middle East Bible Outreach
Email information@mebo.org
Website www.mebo.org
Designed by Dar Manhal Al Hayat

