LEBANESE SOCIETY
FOR EDUCATIONAL
& SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

EQUIPPING THE CHURCH

EDUCATION FOR ALL

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

The Lebanese Society for Educational and Social
Development (LSESD), also known as the Lebanese
Baptist Society, is the parent organization of several
educational organizations and ministries working

locally in Lebanon, regionally in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) and extending globally.
Together these specialized components of LSESD
provide a model of holistic ministry, supporting
LSESD’s mission:
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The Lebanese and
Middle
Eastern
context is a highly
religious one where
affiliation to one’s
religion is often
stronger than to one’s
country or any other
social ties. In such an
environment, religion
becomes closely
knit with identity.
The challenge, however, is when religious
affiliation becomes the only form of identity
and unites people of the same faith against
others of a different faith. This is when religion,
which is meant to bring out the best in people,
becomes divisive and a source of much pain and
suffering, which is the case in many countries
and communities today. Yet, is it not amidst such
darkness that our light should shine brighter?
As LSESD, our faith-inspired values exhort us to
stand by our brothers and sisters in humanity,
regardless of who they are, and to “speak up for
those who cannot speak for themselves” and to
“defend the rights” of the vulnerable (Proverbs
31:8-9). We communicate our faith and values
by addressing the basic needs of vulnerable
families in a manner that preserves their dignity;
by reducing the future vulnerability of students

with learning difficulties; in our commitment to
growing a culture of acceptance and respect for
differences; and in raising socially responsible
leaders who take an active role towards the
common good.
Today, it is estimated that one in four people in
Lebanon is a Syrian refugee, and one in three
people is a refugee – Syrian, Iraqi, Palestinian or
other. While LSESD’s community development
and relief ministry, MERATH [Middle East Revive
And Thrive], takes the lead in our humanitarian
response to the Syria crisis, the complexity of
the needs have led LSESD’s other ministries to
get involved too, each within its own area of
focus such as trauma support; assessments and
personalized interventions for children at social,
emotional, and/or academic risks; activities for
children; producing accessible resources that
carry a message of hope and encouragement…
In parallel, we have new programs that further
expand our impact in the community ranging
from e-learning, online training, and working
with public schools, to education for former
street children. I encourage you to read through
the pages of this brochure to get a glimpse
of our areas of focus today, and the learning
opportunities that we offer to visiting individuals
and teams.
Thank you.

Nabil K. Costa

EQUIPPING
THE CHURCH
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary
ABTS
School of Theology
ABTS is a Christian Evangelical theological
seminary passionate about training faithful
women and men to effectively serve the Middle
East and North Africa (MENA). ABTS offers a
residential program which attracts individual
students, married couples and families from
at least ten nations from the MENA region.
Students who are dedicated to working in
their home countries are encouraged to
develop a mindset and skills to help them
mobilize their churches to make an impact in
ever-changing, challenging and sometimes
high-risk environments. To enable ABTS to do
this effectively, its leadership visit churches in
several MENA countries to better understand
their contexts and help them to identify
potential leaders. Since February 2015 there
has also been an online self-tutored program
to reach those who are unable to study at the
ABTS campus. The number of online students
is expected to grow significantly in the next
few years.
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Equipping faithful
men & women for
EFFECTIVE SERVICE

MISSION

CONTACT US
Learn more about any of these ministries and how they contribute to accomplishing our mission:
Email information@Lsesd.org
Telephone +961 4 400250 | 401922
Mailing Address P.O. Box 165 Mansourieh El Maten, Lebanon
Street Address LEBANESE SOCIETY FOR EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT Campus,
Blata Street – Mansourieh El Maten, Lebanon
www.Lsesd.org | Facebook.com/LSESD
To subscribe to LSESD’s monthly newsletter: www.Lsesd.org/Signup
For our partners in the United States, the Middle East Bible Outreach (MEBO) is a 501 C 3 corporation
and can issue tax deductible receipts.
Visit MEBO at www.mebo.org
Mailing Address: 4780 Ashford Dunwoody Road, Suite A 540 PMB 472, Atlanta, GA 30338-5504

VISIT OUR WEBSITES
• Academy of Languages and Practical Skills, www.abtslebanon.org/ALPS
• Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, www.abtslebanon.org
• Baptist Children and Youth Ministry, www.bcymlebanon.org
• Beirut Baptist School, www.bbs.edu.lb
• MERATH Community Development and Relief, www.Lsesd.org/MERATH
• Dar Manhal Al Hayat, www.dar-manhal-alhayat.com
• Institute of Middle East Studies, www.abtslebanon.org/IMES
IMES Blog, www.imeslebanon.wordpress.com
• Konooz, www.konoozbooks.com
• Lebanese Society for Educational and Social Development, www.Lsesd.org

LSESD

• SKILD Center, www.skild-edu.org | Facebook.com/ SKILDCenter
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